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MEMOIRS 


Of the LIFE of 


Lord L OY AT. 


H E rebellion which has long raged 
in the North, and diſturbed the 


domeſtick peace and tranquillity of 
theſe kingdoms, but now happily extinguiſh- 
ed, being the ſubje& of every converſation, 
and the object of the hopes and fears of all, 
as they are differently attached by party 
and the private and political characters of 
the chiefs of the rebels being farce known 
in this great city, however curious people 
may have been to be informed of them; 
the author of the follq wing ſheets thought 
that certain anecdotes, whick he has collect- 
ed of the life of Lord Lover, from the 
hiſtories of the publick tranſafions, in which 
his Lordſhip was employed or concerned, 
from a perſonal acquaintance with his 
Lordſhip for many years, and from the 
author's own obſervation of his conduct and 


behaviour in the peaceable period of his 


A life, 


t 
* 
* 
- 
2 
- 
1 o < 
| 2 
. 5 
* 
F 4 
4 # 
. 
" > 
" „ 74 
2 
| * 


( 2] 
lite, would, at this juncture, be no un. 
welcome preſent to the publick. 

Before I enter upon the life and remark. 
able actions of the Lord Lovat, it may 
not be diſagreeable to the reader to give 
him a ſhort account of the family, from 
whence his Lordſhip is deſcended. 

It is the opinion of ſome perſons verſed 
in antiquity, that this family is of a French 
origin, which conjecture is tomewhat con- 
firmed from that part of their arms which 
conſiſts of three ſtrawberries, in the French 
tongue called Fraiſes, and from which 
they are ſurnamed Frafers : Others contend, 
that the Fynſers are one of the original 
and ancient Scots families, and that what- 
ever may ſeem to be borrowed from the 
French nation, is only the effect of the 
ancient alliances and leagues which long 
ſubſiſted between the two kingdoms : But 
however that may be, it is agreed by all, 
that the Tyaſers were a powerful and flouriſh- 
ing people in the reign of Malcolm the 4th 
King of Scotland, about the year 1153; 
this family enjoyed large poſſeſſions in the 
ſhire of Twedale and elſewhere in the 
fourth parts of Scotland; it appears likewiſe, 

that 


3 ] 


that much about that time they were digni- 
fied with the office of high-theriff of the 
ſhire of Pebles, by the deſcription of Vice- 
comes de Traquzquetr, | 

About the year 1249, during tbe reign 
of Alexand:r the zd, who intermarried with 
Margaret daughter of Henry the zd, King 
of England, but died without iſſue, Sir 
Simon Fraſer repreſented this family; he 
had two brothers, viz. Villiam and Andrew, 


William, after the death of Alexander the 


3d, was one of fix great men that were ap- 
pointed by parliament regents of the king- 
dom, until ſuch time as the crown, then 
vacant by the death of Alexander, ſhould 
be filled, and the government ſettled; in 
the commiſſion of regency he is {tiled Gu- 
lielmus Fraſerius Fani Andreæ Arcbiepiſco- 
pus: His brother Andrew, afterwards Sir 
Andrew, was made high-ſheriff of Sterling, 
and by his gallant behaviour and great ſer- 
vices to his country in perilous and calamitous 
times, rendered himſclt juſtly celebrated in 
hiſtory. This Sir Szm9o2z Fraſer, and his 
ſon of the ſame name, are both mentioned 
in the Fear Anglie, amongſt the Mag- 
nates Scottie, who were concerned in the 
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ſettlement of the crown and government, 
after the death of Margaret, daughter to the 


King of Norway, and grandchild to Alexan- 


der the 3d; that Princeſs being heir to the 
crown was intended and agreed to be marri- 
ed to Edward the 2d, but her ſudden death 
put an end to that treaty, which was the 
ſource of long and bloody wars between the 
two kingdoms, occafioned by Edward the 
firſt his intermeddling in the quarrel be- 
tween Bruce and Baliol, who both claimed 
the right of ſucceſſion to the crown of Scot- 
land. Sir Simon Fraſer the ſon was eſteem- 
ed a noble and ſteady patriot, and every 
way worthy of ſo renowned a father; he 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf particularly by his va- 
lour and conduct in the memorable battle 
fought upon Raſline-Muir near Edinburgh 
in March 1302, between the Engh/h and 
Scots, where Sir Simon, who together with 
one Cumin commanded the Scots, conſiſt- 
ing of 8000 men, attacked three ſeveral 
bodies of the enemy, being 30000 in 
number, and gained a compleat victory. It 
is obſervable that the court of England at 
that time lookt upon the Scots as a parcel of 
undiſciplined ſcoundrels, and banditti of 

robbers ; 


[ 5 ] 
robbers; the words of a famous hiſtorian 
are, Edvardus (meaning Edward the firſt) 
Radulfum confrarium cum magnis copiis, ad 
prædones (ita enim eos vocabat) domandos 
et reliquias bell: conficiendas miſit: The 
brave Sir Simon had afterwards, in the 
courſe of this war, the misfortune to be 
taken by treachery, and by order of Ed- 
ward the firſt was brought up priſoner to 
London, where he was condemned and ex- 
ecuted as a traitor, and that, as his country- 
men obſerved, for no other crime, but 
bravely perſiſting in the defence of the li- 
berties and independency of his country, 
when invaded by a foreign power. The ſu- 
perſtitious part of mankind may look upon 
this as portentous to the preſent Simon, 
Lord Lovat, who pretends, but with what 
reaſon the readers are at liberty to judge, 
that he has lately ated from the ſame 
glorious motives, and for the like worthy 
and virtuous ends. 

This unfortunate patriot loft iſſue a ſon, 
Sir Simon, who had likewiſe fallen into the 
hands of the Engizfh, but in reſpect of his 
tender years, his life wos ſpared; however, 
to extinguith the memory ot his father and 
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family, he was ſent to France and compelled 
to ſerve in the Engliſb army againſt the 
French: There he remained for {une years, 
and being by his relations ſuppoſed dead, 
S': Hugh Hay of Twedale and Sir Patrick 
Fien ug of Wigton, who intermarried with 
his two ſiſters, did in right of their wives 
divide and poſſeſs the ſaid Sir Simon Fraſer's 
eſtate, and quarter the arms of the Fraſer; 
in their atchievements : But Sir Simon at 
length hearing of the extraordinary ſucceſs 
2 bias Rebert Bruce, eſcaped from the 

-{:/h army, and came over to Scotland, 
. ne immediately joined the loyal party; 
by whom he was well received: He then 
thoug'1t fit to claim his eftate, which had 
been poſſeſſed by Tweaale and Wigton ; 
but they being unwilling to part with what 
they had for a long time poſſeſſod, and looked 
upon as their own; and King Robert judg- 
ing that it would be extreamly impolitick 
at het crldcal juncture to diſoblige two 
ore1, ond powerful men, who had by their 
tervic?s meritied much at his hands, pro- 
poſcd to Sit Simon to drop his claim; 
whereupon Sir Simon, thi: he might not 
be the occation of bringing any dikrels upon 


130 
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the government, which was then in an un- 
ſettled condition, did fo far prefer the pub- 
lick utility to his own private intereſt, that 
he conſented to relinquiſh his right to the 
eſtate, and ſuffer the ſame to continue in 
the poſſeſſion of his brothers in law : But 
the King, to make him ſome ſatisfaction for 
this generous renunciation of his right, made 
him a gift of the lands and barony of Kin- 
nel, and of a confiderable eſtate in the ſhire 
of Inverneſs, which had been ſome time be- 
fore veſted in the crown by the forfeiture 
of Sir John Biſſett ; and as a further gra- 
tification he gave him in marriage his nicce 
the Earl of Ros daughter by Lady Matilda 
Bruce his Majeſty's fitter, and added to the 
arms of the family the three crowns as a 
memorial of his alliance with the royal blood : 
Sir Simon was commonly called the Knight 
of Kinnel, and inherited his father's virtues, 
tho' not his eſtate; he was killed in the 
battle of ZHallydon Hill near Berwick upon 
Tweed, fought in the year 1333 between 
the Engliſb and Scots, where the latter re- 
ceived a ſignal defeat, His fon Fig tuc- 
ceeded him, and King David, by wav of re- 
compence for his father's ſufferings and 
A 4 death, 
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death, gave him the barony of Lovat, by 


the name and deſcription of Hugo Fraſer 


Daminus de Lovat; he married Iſabel, 
daughter of Weems of that Il, by whom he 
had a ſon Hugh, who in the year 1416 
married Janet ſiſter of William de Fenton, 
by whom he got a great eſtate in the ſhire 
of Inverneſs : Of this marriage there was 
iſſue Alexander Fraſer of Lovat, who in 
the year 1430 died without iſſue male of 
his body, and was ſucceeded by his brother 
Hugh; this Hugh was the firſt peer of this 
family, being promoted to the dignity of a 
Lord by King James the 3d. of Scotland, 
who created him a Baron and Banrent of 
his Parliament: His Lordthip intermarried 
with a Lady of the ancient houſe of Glamis, 
by whom he had ifſue two ſons, Thomas 
and Alexander. 

Thomas Lord Lovat, upon his father's 
death in the year 1501, entered into poſ- 
ſeſſion of the honours and eſtate of Lovat, 
and married into the family of Huntly, and 
afterwards into the houſe of Gray; of the 
firſt marriage there were iſſue ſeveral ſons, 
the eldeſt, named Hugh, ſucceeded upon 
his father's deceaſe, 
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Hugh Lord Lovat married Aun daugh ter 
of the Laird of Grant, and upon her deceaſe 
married Ann Rofs, deſcended of the ancient 
Earls of Roſs ; of the ſecond marriage there 
were iflue Alexander and William of Struy ; 
this Lord was flain with almoſt all his 
clan in a memorable battle fought the fif- 
teenth of July 1544, in the reign of King 
James the 5th, between the Fraſers and 
M Donalds : The action laſted near twelve 
hours, and was the moſt deſperate one that 
ever happened in that country : The num- 
bers on both fides were at the beginning 
pretty equal, but a body of reſerve of the 
Fraſers, which were at ſome diſtance, by 
the treachery of the perſon that had the 
command, did not come up to ſupport their 
men, but fled with great precipitation: Af- 
ter the firſt diſcharge from their bows they 
engaged with their broad fwords ; there 
were but two Frajers that came off the 
field, both ſeverely wounded, and feven 
Me Donalds, moſt of whom were likewiſe 
wounded : Each party claimed the victory, 


the few that remained of cach army hav- 


ing left the field being faint, weary and 
wounded ; The M Donalds were the ag- 
greſſors, 
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greſſors, upon account of ſome old grudges «xr 
between the two clans, and were at that - 
44 time ſtirred up by the family of Huntly to « '} 
+ deſtroy the Fraſers : Huntly bore them a "4 
4 . great hatred on account of their attachment af 
+ iff to the family of Argyle. whom the Fraſers #1 
were always ready to aſſiſt in caſe of diſ- niſl 
putes with any other family, which in thoſe the 
days were generally determined by the the 
ſword : This action is ſhortly related ino 
by Buchanan, he concludes the relation at 
with the following remarkable words. go 
* Fraſerii pauctores a pluribus victi atque bel 
% ad unum cœſi, ita gens numeroſiſſima et ma 
% ſpe de re Scotid bene meritd, tota inte- Cu 
„ riera', nift divino (ut cred: par eſt) con- ma 
& filio ex familie principubus ottoginta domi tri 
e religquiſſent gravidas uxores, que ſuo quo- tot 
„ que tempore, mares pepererunt ſingulos qui m. 
„ ommes incolumes ad virilem pervenerunt wh 
% taten.“ In Engliſh thus. The dis 
* Fraſers were by a ſuperior number o- K 
* yercome and killed to a man; thus a | © 
* very numerous clan, and who, on ul 
* many occaſions, deſerved well of thcir d 
* country, had intirely perithed, were it 80 
* not that, by divine providence, as it 1s op 


© reaton- 


[ «x ] 
« reaſonable to believe, fourſcore of the 
« principal gentlemen of that family had 
left their wives at home pregnant, who 
« at their reſpective times brought forth 
« all male children, every one of whom 
« arrived fafe to man's eſtate.” This fur- 
niſhes us with an obſervation in reſpect of 
the preſent fituation of that deluded clan, 
they ſeem. to be now brought to a like ru- 
inous condition by the flaughter of them 
it the battle of Culloden Houſe, where a 
zlorious victory was obtained over the Re- 
bels by his Majeſty's forces under the com- 
mand of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Cumberland : This family, after having for 
many ages ſubſiſted by a ſucceſſion of illuſ- 
trious patriots, are now in danger of being 
totally extinguiſhed and ſtript of all thoſe 
marks of honour and royal favour with 
which they have from time to time been 
dignified on account of their ſervices to their 
King and Country: Their misfortune is 
| occathoned ſolely by the influence and per- 
nicious example of one man, whom preju- 
dice and a fatal blindneſs lead them to re- 
gard as their ſovereign and head. But to 
vurſug the relation. 


After 
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After a ſucceſſion of ſeveral heirs from 
father to ſon, during which time this fami- 
ly intermarried with many noble families 
in Scotland, the honours and eſtate of Ly. 
vat became veſted in the perſon of Hug) 
Lord Lovat, who married a daughter 'of 
the Earl of Weems, by whom he had iſſue 
two ſons, Hugh maſter of Lovat, and 
Thomas called Thomas Fraſer of Beaufort. 
Hugh married a daughter of the Earl of 
L2jly's, afterwards Earl of Leven, by whom 
he had a ſon named Hugh, the maſter of 
Lovat predeceaſed his father, and upon the 
death of Hugh the laſt Lord Lovat he was 
ſucceeded by his granchild, who married a 
ſiſter of the Earl of Cromarty's ; by this 
Lady he had iflue 

Hugh the laſt Lord of that name ; his 
Lordſhip married a daughter of the Marquis 
of Atho/s, but dying in the year 1696 
without ifſue male of his body, his Lord- 
ſhip by ſettlement made in his life time, 
limited the honours and eſtate of Lovat 
to his eldeſt daughter and the heirs of her 
body. 

Thomas Fraſer of Beaufort above menti- 
oned married a daughter of the Laird of 

M Lead, 


([ 23 ] 
1 Leod, and had iſſue three ſons and a 
daughter, Alexander, Simon, the preſent 


Lord Lovat, Jobn and Sibilla Upon the 


leath of the laſt mentioned Hugh Lord 
Lat, and of the faid Thomas and Alex- 
ander his ſon without iflue male, Simon the 
ſecond ſon was the next heir in the male 
line, and as ſuch claimed the honours and 
eſtate of Lovat, notwithſtanding the above 
ſettlement, and infiſted that by the courſe 
of feudal ſucceſſion the ſame ought to de- 
ſcend to him, Having thus given the 
reader a brief account of this family, I 
ſhall begin with what was at firſt pro- 
poſed. 

Simon Lord Lovat, deſcended of the fa- 
mily of Lovat as above, was born at Beau- 
firt near Inverneſs in the Highlands of 
Scotland in the year 1668, and his father 
having died when he was very young, he 
was ſent to the Laird of M Leod, who 
had the care and direction of his education; 


after ſome years ſpent at the grammar 
| ſchool in reading the learned languages, 


he was ſent to the King's college in the 
univerſity of Aberdeen, where he applied 
himſelf to the ſtudy of the ſciences, and 
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by the great progreſs he made in the ſeveral 
branches of learning, diſcovered a furpriz. 
ing genius; after he had finiſhed his ſtudies 
at the univerſity, and having but a diſtant 
proſpect of a fortune, he turned his thoughts 
to the army, and about the year 1692, by 
the intereſt of the family of Athol, pro. 
cured a company in the Lord Tull:bardine' 
regiment, where he ſerved for fome time 
but ſoine miſunderſtanding arifing between 


him and the Marquis of Athol, he reſign- 


ed his commiſſion and quitted the ſervice ; 
the occaſion whereof was, that the captain 
claimed right to the honours and eſtate of 
Lovat as heir male in preference to the 
eldeſt daughter of the laſt Hugh Lord 
Lovat, grandchild to the Marquis; but in 
order to ſecure the poficflion of the honours 
and eſtate ro her, the Marquis propoſed to 
captain Fraſer that he ſhould convey and 
make over his right to the fame to her, 
and in conſideration thereof the Marquis 
engaged to promote him in the army; but 
the captain with a noble indignation reject- 
ed the propoſal, and utterly refuſed to make 
ſuch a renunciation, proteſting that no 
earthly contideration mould ever induce him 


0 


<> 


tc 


— — 


Fo © © — — d — 


— 2 


U 


chief of the Fraſers: This refuſal 


[15 ] 
to fell his birthright, by which he was 
entitled to the eſtate of Lovat and to be 


greatly 
incenſed the family of Athol, and deter- 


mined them to leave no ſtone unturned to 
ruin him and defeat his pretenfions ; but 


not intimidated thereat, he reſolved the more 


firmly to affert his right, and foil the at- 
tempts of his enemies, His firſt eſſay was 
to endeavour to get the late Lord Lovat's 
daughter, who was then lookt upon as 
heireſs of Lovat, to marry him, and by 
that means to unite both their pretenſions 
and intereſts, and put an end to all diſputes : 
In order to accompliſh this great end, in 
the year 1694 he applied himſelf fecretly 
to gain the favour of this young Lady, ſhe 
was then about 15 years of age, and lived 
with her mother the Lady Dowager at 
Caſtledouny near Inverneſs; by means of 
one Fraſer of Tenecheil he made his ſenti- 


ments known to the heireſs ; the inſinuati- 


ons of our captain, and the perſuaſions of 
the confident, wrought ſo far upon her 


tender mind, that ſhe ſoon began to enter- 


tain a great affection for her lover, and 
eſteemed him the more as being her young 
chief, 
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[ 16 ] 
chief, that kind of eſteem and inclination 
being very early and artfully implanted in 
the minds of young people of both ſexes 


in thoſe parts, to keep up the farce of ſu- 
periority in the chiefs of the clans; the 
captain willing to improve this favourable 
diſpoſition in the young Lady, prefſed 
her to marry him privately, without the 
conſent of any friend, and at once put an 


end to all his fears and uneafineſs, which 


ſhe with no great reluctance conſented to; 
accordingly a time and place being appoint- 
ed, the young Lady very early one morning, 
privately left her mother's houſe, attended 
only by this confident, and to avoid ſuſpici- 
on ſhe ſet out without ſhoes or ſtockings, 
notwithſtanding the rigour of the ſeaſon, be- 
ing in the middle of winter : When ſhe had 
thus travelled ſome miles, Tenecheil repent- 
ing of what he had ſo raſhly undertaken, 
and perhaps dreading the reſentment of the 
young Lady's powerful relations, or think- 
ing to make a merit of ſo important a diſco- 
very, to the great diſappointment of the 
lovers, inſtead of carrying the young Lady 
to her captain's arms, forced her to return 
hack to her mother, and diſcloſed the 

| whole 


BE 


whole affair. The ſorrow and deſpair of 
our captain, upon fo fad a difaſter, is wore 
eaſily to be imagined than deſcribed, there- 
fore I ſhall leave the ſame, tegecher with 
the young Lady's grief and anguiſh of mind, 
to the imagination of all trac lovers, an. 
proceed to the relation of what followed. 
The family of Atbs/ being alarmed with 
this attempt upon the heireſs of Lævat, 
thought it no longer ſafe for her to remain 
in that part of the country, and therefore or- 
dered her to be ſent under a proper ctcorte to 
Dunkeld, the Marquis's feat, which was ac- 
cordingly done; the Marquis from that time 
began to think of marrying her into ſome great 
family, and thercby blaſt the hopes of our 
young adventurer, and prevent the honours 
and eſtate from ever coming to his potletii- 
on ; for that purpoſe he propoſed a match 
between her and the maſter of S , eldett 


fon of the Lord of that name, which is a 
diſtinct family of the Hafer 3 this Provaytul 


was Chearfully embraced on the part of 


Lord Salton, as being an alliance very 
honourable ant advantageous for Eis family ; 
accordingly cvery thing being ſetded and 
agreed upon, the intended bridegroom, at- 
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1181 
tended by his father Lord Salton, Lord 
Mungo Murray the Marquis's brother, 
with ſeveral other perſons of diſtinction and 
a large retinue, ſet out from Lord Salton's 
ſeat near Fraſerſburgh for Dunkeld, in order 
to ſolemnize, and perfect the marriage, and 
propoſed in their way to pay a viſit to the 
Lady Dowager of Lovat : But our captain 
being in the mean time informed of what 
was carrying on, determined to prevent a 
match that would be fatal to him, and for 
ever dettroy all his hopes and expectations; 
with this view he aſſembled a few of his 
clan, and knowing Lord Sa/tor's rout, he 
reſolved to lye in ambuth with his Fraſers 
at the wood of Bonchreive within two miles 


of Inverneſs, and there wait tor the Enemy : 
When he underſtood that they had entred 


the wood, after the example of other 


tamous generals, he harangued his truſty band 
to this effect; he acquainted them, That the 
umportant minute was come when he 
** muft make a hazardous attempt to fruſ- 
trate a match, which, if perfected, would 
not only rob him of a young Lady whom 
he loved beyond expreſſion, but would 
** at once deprive him of all further means 


« of 


" RG SS .. @ an @ on .. m 


19 
« of poſſeſſing . juſt DY : That his all 
te was then at ſtake, he was therefore de- 
« termined to compel his rival to deſiſt 
“ from his deſign, or to die in the attempt: 
« As for you, gentlemen, added he, who 
te have families and property of your own, 
% and may be unwilling to ſacrifice them 
* on this occaſion, I conjure you not to 
** expoſe yourſelves to this imminent dan- 
ger, where the fight will be ſo unequal.” 
This had the deſired effect, a general mur- 
mur ran through his faithful friends, they 
complaincd that by his ſpeech he ſeemed to 
inſinuate that they were not hearty in his 
cauſe, but they, on the contrary, declared 
they would ſupport him to the laſt drop of 
their blood : Whereupon he made a proper 
difpofition of his ſmall army ; and charg- 
ing them to keep up their fire and obſerve 
his motions, he inſtantly ruſhed with 
ſword and piſtol, and galloping up to the 
enemy, ſcized Lord Mungo Murray, and 
after upbcaiding him for his baſe and unjuſt 
deſigns againſt him, he charged him and 
his company to ſurrender themſelves pri- 
loners at diſcretion, otherwiſe he ſwore he 
would ſhoot Lord Mungo dead upon the 
| B 2 ſpot; 
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[ 20 ] 
ſpot : his Lordſhip terrified at ſo unexpected 
and ſo bold an attack, ſubmitted to the 
captain with theſe words, I hope, my dear 
Lord, that this will not be the end of our for- 
mer friendſbip and acquaintance. My Lord 
Salton was preparing to make a ſtout defence, 
notwithſtanding he was attacked by one of 
the Fraſers who advanced to him with a 
blunderbuſs, which he was prevented from 
firing by one of his Lordſhip's attendants ; 
but ſeeing what had happened, to prevent 


the effuſion of blood, he ſurrendered him- 


ſelf likewiſe a priſoner, as did all the reſt 
of his men : The captain thereupon ordered 
them to diſmount and lay down their arms, 
and carried them in triumph to the Lady 
Dowager's houſe, where having arrived and 
diſpoſed properly of his priſoners, he took 
poſſeſſion of every thing as if he had been 
the owner and maſter. In order to improve 
this victory, the firſt thing he did was to 
erect a very high gibbet before the place, 
where ſome of the chief priſoners were con- 
fined ; this ſpectacle greatly terrified them, 
and diſpoſed them to grant the captain his 


own terms: A treaty was ſet on foot to ſet- 


tle matters in an amicable manner, and the 
parties 


ha 3 


[ 21 ] 

parties in a ſhort time came to an agreement, 
whereby Lord Salton and his ſon abſolutely 
relinquiſhed all pretenſions to the Heireſs of 
Lovat, and folemnly promiſed they would ne- 
ver attempt any future marriage with her, and 
that they would not in any fort interfere with 
the affairs of the family of Lovat : The 
captain upon his part declared that all the 
priſoners ſhould be releaſed and ſuffered to 
return in ſafety to their repective homes: 
And for performance of theſe articles bonds 
were to be mutually entered into; but as cap- 


tain Fraſer was apprehenſive that deeds 


executed by any of the partics when under 
confinement, would not be eſteemed as le- 
gal or valid, but were liable to be diſputed, 
as obtained by dureſs of impriſonment; 
propoſed that Lord Salton and his fon 
ſhould be diſcharged out of priſon and be at 
liberty to go to Inverneſs in order to execute 
proper deeds according to their agreement, 
and that in the mean time the reſt of their 
trends ſhould remain as hoſtages for their fo 


doing. The noble Lord and his fon went 


to [nverneſs accordingly, and executed the 
ceeds propofed, and thus the affair was finally 
lettled, and the priſoners ſet at liberty. 


B 3 Captain 
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Captain Fraſer being ſo far ſucceſsful, 
ſaw clearly nevertheleſs, that he could not 
come at the Heireſs of Lovat, who was 
ſtrictly guarded at Dunkeld; but as ſome- 
thing muſt be done to ſecure and give a 
colour to the poſſeſſion of the eſtate which he 
had now gained, the next expedient he 
thought of was, in reſpect he could not ob- 
tain the daughter, to bring about a marriage 
with the Lady Dowager her mother, who 
was then in his power ; by this means he 
hoped to carry his grand point, for as this 
would ſecure to him the preſent poſſeſſion of 
the eſtate, fo if he thould have iſſue of that 
marriaze a ſon, fuch fon would ſtand in 
the ſame degree of relation to the Marquis 
of A hol as the Heireſs did, and therefore 
it was to be preſumed, he would not oppoſe 
the ſucceſſion of that ifſue to the hovours 
and eftate of Lovat ; by that means he flat- 
teted himſelf that the views of both parties 
would be reconciled. In proſecution of this 
icheme he applicd to the Lady Dowager for 
her content to marry him; but this ſis ab- 
tolately refuted, alledging that her brother 
the Marquis would never agree to any thing 
„r that fort, and that it would be attended 
with 


23 


with fatal conſequences; ſhe conjured him 
not to uſe any violent methods againſt a de- 
fenceleſs woman, who was not able to op- 
poſe him, promiting ſolemnly that ſhe would 
endeavour to bring about a reconciliation be- 
tween him and the family of Atbol, and 

him the Heireſs of Lovat for a 
wife. But the captain reſolved to make 
uſe of the opportunity he then had to force 
her to a compliance. For that end he put 
all her ſervants out of the way, or ſecured 
them ſo that they might not be witneſſes of 
what was to be acted ; he then got a mi- 
niſter, who pretended to perform the mar- 
riage ceremony, but without the leaſt 
mark of conſent on the part of the Lady. 
This farce being over, the captain, with 
the aſſiſtance of ſome of his faithful myr- 
midons, ſet about undreſſing the Lady, 
but ſhe reſiſting with all her force, and 
filling the houſe with cries and lamentations, 
one of the truſty band made uſe of a wea- 
pon called a durk to cut the lace of her 
ſtays, and after having dragged off her 
cloaths, they put her forcibly in bed; and 


our bridegroom performed the firſt feat of 


conſummation in the preſence of his deſpe- 
radoes. B 4 The 
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The rumour of this marriage, which 
happened in the year 1695, being ſpread 
abroad, and the Marquis having intelligence 
of it, applied immediately for juſtice, and 
having obtained a warrant to apprehend the 
captain, he procured a party of dragoon: 
to inforce the execution of it. Upon thi; 
the captain was obliged to remove from 
Ciffledpuny, and taking his Lady along with 
him, he rctired tio an obſcure place called 
the ile of Ages, where he lay concealed for 
foine weeks: During this time, in order 
to give a proper ſanction to what had been 
zone before, and to remove the Lady's 
doub:s about the legality of their marriage, 
the miniſter was again ſent for, when the 
fame was a ſecond time ſolemnized: But 
the captain being ſenſible that he could not 
remain there long concealed, and knowing 
waat ſcarch was making to apprehend him, 
zudged it. neceſſary to ſeparate himſelf for 


ſome time from his Lady: The Lady, who 


hid then concetved a great aſfection for him, 
. 1 ou © 

a5 he pretends, was much añlicted at the 

tours Oi a ſeparation, apprehending, that 

if 12C cams once into the power of the Mar- 

quis, ſhe would be coinvetled to dilclaim the 

mar- 


(26 ] 


marriage and ſwear a rape againſt him; but 
the captain inſiſted that it would be impoſ- 
ſible for her to eſcape, and that it would be 

more eligible for her to return to her own 
| houſe, and endeavour to make up matters 
with her brother, and that he would in 
the mean time evade the proſecution againſt 
himſelf, and defend himſelf in the remote 
highlands, and by the atliftance of ſome of 
his Fraſers repel the attacks of his ene- 
mics. 

From that time the captain, accompanied 
by ſome of his clan, lived a wandring life 
in the woods and on the mountains, and 
was ſubfilted ſornctimes by plunder, at other 
times by the voluntary contributions of ſome 
highlanders, to whom he tent in the night 
time for ſome proviſions and neceſſaries of 
life. 

The Lady Dowager was taken and car— 
ried to Nunkeld, when a projecution for a 
rape was commenced againſt the captain 
in the high court oi juſticiary in Scotland, 
and according to the law and practice of 
that country he was, in abſence, tried, 


convicted and condemned as being guilty of 


raviſning the Lady Dowager of Lover, and 
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[ 26 ] 
by this ſentence the pretended marriage 
was in law deemed null and void. 

One misfortune was ſoon followed by an- 
other, for there was a ſecond proſecution 
ſet on foot againſt the captain for treaſonably 
levying war, and with an armed force oppoſ- 
ing the execution of the law ; upon this ac- 
count he was alſo, in abſence, tried and 
condemned as a traitor : But notwithſtand- 
ing the above ſentences of condemnation, 
in virtue whereof he was intercomuned or 
outlawed, and letters of fire and ſword 
iſſued againſt him, the captain continued 
in the country wandring up and down 
in the ſame manner as before, being ſup- 
plied with the neceſſaries of life by ſome 
triendly and well diſpoſed perſons, who 
thereby rendered themſelves obnoxious to the 
law, for aiding and correſponding with a 
verion who was out of the protection there- 
of : But being at Jaſt reduced to great miſery 
and extremities, and perceiving that nothing 
could be done in that way of life that could 
change the face of his affairs, he grew at 
iatt weary of it, and began to entertain 
thoughts of procuring a pardon for his paſt 
eicnces ; With this view, in the year 1699, 


he 


18 

he made his court to one Mr. Carſtairs, a 
preſbyterian miniſter, who had been very 
zealous and inſtrumental in bringing about 
the glorious revolution, and was a perſon of 
conſiderable intereſt at court: He recommen- 
ded the captain to King William as a proper 
object for his royal clemency, and his Ma- 
jeſty was pleaſed to grant him a pardon for 
his levying war as aforeſaid ; but with re- 


ſpect to the rape his Majeſty would not con- 


ſent to grant him any pardon, that being 
an offence committed againſt a particular per- 
fon and family, which made it of a private 
as well as publick nature, and ought not 
therefore to be remitted without proper {:- 
tis faction, or the conſent of the party ni. 


jured; beſides the family of A were in. 


exorable, and his Majeſty did not think i: 
prudent to diſguſt a family of ſo much con- 
ſequence at that time in Scot/ond. Our 
captain reapt no great advantage iron thi: 
pardon, as the ſentence upon account ot thi 
rape ftill hung over him ; being lenſible ©: 
this, and that his enemies were by far ar 
over match for him, he determined to ra- 


tire privately to France, and there wait for 


better timcs. 


»—4 
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It will be proper to acquaint the reader 
that much about the ſame time, the Mar- 
quis of Atho/ being diſappointed in hi- 
ſcheme of marrying the Heireſs of Lova! 
with Lord Salton's ſon as above, propoſed 
to match her with Alexander Me Kenzie, 
ſon of the Lord Preftcnhal/, then one of 
the judges in the court of ſeſſion in 
Scotland; his Lordſhip and his fon rea- 
dily accepted of the propoſal, and a mrri— 
age ſettlement was made and executed, by 
which Mr. AH Kenzic was to take the title 
of Frojerdale, and the children of the 
marriage were to bear the name of Hej 
The eſtate of Lovat was feitled upon IV 
ſer 41le during his lite, with a fub{licuton 
or remainder to the heirs of the marriage; 
accordingly a marriage was foon aficr had 
and ſolemnized, of which ther: was iſitic 
a fon named Hugh Frojer, win in right of 
his mother claimed the honours and title of 
Lord Lowet, and ſeveral other childien. 

About the beginning of the year 1791 
captain Fraſer arrived in France, and re- 
paired to tne court of St. Germains, where 
the late King James then reſided; he got 
himſelt introduced as an unfortunate noble- 


man, 


{ 29 ] 

man, who had been long oppreſſed by the 
malice and power of his enemies in Scot- 
land; but at the fame time repreſented 
himſelf as having an influence and acquaint- 
ance in the highlands of Scotland, which 
might be ſerviceable to that court in their 
future deſigns: And being a man of good 
addreſs, he in a ſhort time infinuated himſelf 
into ſome degree of favour, but particularly 
commended himſelf to the confidence and 
eitcem of the D. of Perth, one of the prime 
miniſters at that court. The captain's credit 
at St. Germatns was in agreat meaſure owing 
to the good offices of the Pope's nuntio, then 
at the French court, to whom he got him- 
{elf introduced and recommended as one 
that was defirous of becoming a convert 
to the church of Rome; he conlidered that 
as a neceſſary qualification to entitle him to 
favour and credit at the court of St. G 
mains, and formally renounced the protet- 
tant, and embraced the Roman Cuholiclk 
religion : Soon after he was made known 
to the Marquis De Torcy, the great fa- 
vourite of Les the 14th : Being a man 
of wit and gallantry he had likewiſe the 
good fortune of working himiclf into the 


favor 
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[ 30 ] 
favour of the Ladies at the French court: 
And I have often heard him boaſt of 
Madam Maintenon's having rallied him on 
account of his intimacy with the court 
Ladies, telling him, Les Dames, Man- 
« fieur, vous regardent comme un homme 
* raviſjant,” alluding to the rape he had 
committed in Scotland: Certain it is he now 
began to be lookt upon as a perſon of ſome 
conſequence at the courts of Verſailles and 
St. Germains : He had at laſt the honour 
of kitling the French King's hand, and was 
admitted to a private audicnce upon the tub- 
jet of an invaſion of theſe. kingdoms, 
which was then projecting in favour of the 
Pretender: Some days before, the captain 
was informed by the Marquis de Torcy, of 
the honour that was detigned hun, and be- 
ing willing to acquit himſelf handſomly up- 
on ſo great an occaſion, he prepared an ele- 
gant and pompous harangue, and had been 
at great pains to make himſelf maſter of it: 
Accordingly the day appointed being come, 
the captain was introduced by his friend the 
Marquis to the King's cloſet, but the mag- 
nificence and ſplendor of the court, or the 
awe of the Grand Monarque, had ſuch a 
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powerful effect upon him, that when he ap- 
proached the King he quite forgot his ſpeech 
and appeared in great confuſion : But in a 
few minutes recovering himſelf a little, he 
addreſſed the King with an extempore ſpeech 
in an eaſy and unaffected manner, and very 
pertinent to the occaſion ; after the captain 
had withdrawn, the King obſerving the 
Marquis ſmile, aſked him the reaſon of it ; 
he told his Majeſty of the captain's having 
forgot his ſtudied ſpeech, with which the 
King was highly diverted, and faid his be- 
naviour ſhewed him to be a man of ready 
wit and natural elocution. 

The court of St. Germazns, at the death 
of the unfortunate King James, which hap- 
pened on the 6th of November 1701, like 
moſt other courts, was divided into two 
factions, one headed by the Duke of Perth, 
and the other by the Earl of Middleton; 
theſe two great men, though both in ap- 
pearance aimed at the ſame end, to wit the 
ſervice of their maſter, yet conſtantly ex- 


poſed each other's meaſures, repreſenting 


them as deſtructive to the common cauſe : 


This is one reaſon why that party in point of 


politicks were held in ſo great contempt 
by 
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men of ſenſe, for their moſt ſecret 
views and deſigns were ſoon made publick, 
inſomuch that the Jacobites were at laſt 
eſteemed ſuch arrant tatlers, that no perſon 
of common prudence would be prevailed 
upon to truſt them; to this captain Fraſer 
imputes in a great meaſure the miſcarriage 
of an affair of which I intend to give 
ſome account. Notwithſtanding the dif- 
putes and variety of opinions at St. Ger- 
mai us about the proper meaſures for reſtor- 
ing the Pretender, ſomething was at laſt re- 
ſolved upon, and that was an invation and 
inſurrection in the highlands of Scotlaud: 
Our captain was pitched upon as a proper 
perſon to pave the way and prepare matters 
for the execution of that deſign: For that 
end he was honoured with a major general's 
commiſſion (others ſay that of a colonel of 
toot only ) and furniſhed with powers and cre- 
denttulz to treat with the noblemen and gen- 
tlemen in C ot/0zd, who were attached to that 
intere:!, od particularly the chiefs of the 
clans ; tc vas likewiſe provided with ſome 
arms and ammumition and with a ſum of mo- 
ney fron the court of France: thus authorized 
and provided carton F aſer tot out from Pa- 
716. 
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71s, attended by two gentlemen ſent by the 
miniſtry at St. Germains to be a check up- 
on him, and witneſſes of the faithful exe- 
cution of the truſt repoſed in him: He 
imbarked at Dunkir+, and arrived in Scot- 
land about the latter end of the year 
1702. | | 

To ſet this matter in a true light, I ſhall 
beg leave to lay before the reader, what the 
hiſtorians of thoſe times have delivered up- 
on this ſubject, particularly with reſpec to 


the part our captain acted therein, Mr. 


Lockhart of Carnwath, in his memoirs, who 
treats this matter as a ſham plot, trumped 
up by the Duke of Queenſbury and his par- 
ty, and charged upon the Marquis of 4- 
tho/ and the tory party, in order to furniſh 
a pretence to ruin and oppreſs them, gives 
the following account of that matter. 
The court party pitched upon Sim 
% Fraſer of Beaufort as the tool to carry 
* on this wicked deſign, and be an evidence 
to charge ſuch perſons as they directed: 
This gentleman, ſome three or four vears 
before, had been guilty of a moſt ſcan- 
dalous rape upon the perſon of the Lady 
* Dowaver of Lovat, filter to the Duke 
2 * of 
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[ 34 ] 
of Athol, for which crime the Lords of 
Jufticiary condemned him to die, and 
letters of fire and ſword were raiſed, and a 
detachment of King Villium's troops 
ſent againſt him and his adherents, who 
were pretty numerous; betwixt them ſe. 
veral ſkirmiſhes happened, but finding 
the Duke of Argyle, who was his great 
patron, (for no reaſon that I know of, but 
becauſe he had been guilty of a vile, lewd 
and deteſtable crime, and likewiſe up- 
on the perſon of one of the family of 
Zithol, which two houſes bore each other 
a conſtant grudge :) I ſay, Fraſer finding 
Argyle was no longer able to protect him 
againſt the force of law and juſtice, 
quitted the kingdom, and retired to 
France ; but King James having got 
an account of the crimes he was found 


guilty of, for which he had left his na- 


tive country, would not, during his life, 
allow him to come to the court of St. 
Germains, This perſon being made 
choice of, as well qualified for ſuch 9 
defizn, was ſent for from France to 
England, and afterwards brought from 
thence to Scotland; but before he left 

mY France, 


Sis 


France, by the advice of his friend, at 
home, he turned Papitt ; and finding a 
way to be introduced to ihe [erch King 
by the Pope's nuntio, he repretented 
himſelf as a perſon of great intereſt in 
Scl land, and oppreſſed for his zeal to 
the Royal Family, and that with en- 
couragement, and a {mall aſſiſtance, he 
could contribute to make a great divetrſion 
to the Engliſb arms, and much promote 
the royal intereſt, and ſor that end pro- 
poſed that his moſt Chriſtiam Majetty 
would furniſh him with two or ihrc 

hundred men, and a good fum of mo- 
ney to take along with him to Scotland, 
where he would perform wonders : But 
the French King, unwilling to hazard 
his men and money, without a further 
[ccurity, and more probability than his 
allertion, gave him a fair anſwer, defiiing 
hum to go firtt to Scat. a and bring him 
{ume credentials from thode perſons over 
whom he pretended ſo much power, which 
Le agreed to, and got for that purpoſe 
a little money, and by the French intereſe 
uch credit at St. G 20129, as to obtain 
Cunnutſion from King * james CINCanim 
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de the Pretender) to be a major general, 
5 with a power to raife and command forces 
<< in his behalf, which was the main thing 
*© he aimed at: But at the ſame time cap- 
* tain John Murray, brother to Mr. Mur- 
ray of Abercarnie, and captain James 
* Murray, brother to Sir David Murray 
* of Stenhope, were hkewiſe under the 
© proteftion of Queen Ann's indemnity, 
& ſent over to Scotland to be a check upon 
him, and bring intelligence how they 
found the tempers of the people, and 
their inclination towards King James. 
Thus provided Fraſer arrived in Eng- 
© land; and on the borders of Scotland 
Vas met by the Duke of Argyle, and 
*© by him conducted to Edinburgh, where 
he was kept private, and being fully in- 
te ſtructed what he was to do, the Duke of 
% Queenſbury gave him a paſs, to ſecure 
him from being apprehended, in obedi- 
« ence to the letters of fire and ſword e- 
«© mitted againſt him: And now he goes 
* to the highlands, introduces himſelf to 
de the company of all that he knew well 
affected to King James, and his intereſt 
there, produces his major general's com- 
« miſhon, 
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miſſion, as a teſtificate of the truſt re- 
poſed in him, and propoſing their riſing 
in arms, and ſignifying the ſame under 
their hands, that the King might know 
afluredly who they were and what num- 
bers he had to truſt to, and regulate his 
affairs accordingly ; ſome were fo far ſe- 
duced, as to aſſure him they were ready 
to ſerve the King, though I believe there 
was none did it in the terms he propoſed, 


but generally there were few that did not 


regret the King's repoſing any truſt in a 
perion of fo bad a character; and fear- 
ing he would betray them, refuſed to 
treat or come to particulars with him. 
After he had trafficked here and there 


through the highlands with ſmall ſuc- 
ceſs, when the parliament was adjourned, 
he went to London to conſider of what 
further uſe he might be to his conſtituents, 
reſolving (though the primum mobile and 
his patron the Duke of Argyle was 
now dead) to continue in their ſervice ; 
and they finding that he had made but a 
{mall progreſs, and could not as yet fix 
any thing at the doors of theſe perſons 


** againſt whom they levelled, reſolved to 
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ſend him again to Frence, to deman 
letters and further encouragement to the 
Dukes of Hamilton and Aths!, and Earls 
of Seafield and Cromarty and the Cava 
liers; and for that end the Duke of 
Queenſbury procured him and two others 
with him a paſs from the Earl of Not- 
tingbam ſecretary of England, under bor. 
rowed names. If he went upon a gœod 
deſign, as the Duke of Queenjoury aftcr- 
wards alledged, way needed he have 
made their perſons and buũneſs ſuch a ſe- 
cr2t to the Qneen's ſecretary, as he mull 
know neither? But heſœe {7aſer rcecii- 
ed Pais, and had executed his black 
deſign, it came to 1:90.81 tn great meaſure; 
for the famons Mr. Irren ſoon dil 
covered, and conſequently Cuicated the 

roje a, vhen it was yet Lut in embrio, 
tor La, Whilit he was in Londen, 


 havins - add reffzd hintelf to Mp, 2nd 
one NI 1 


L. lian: F 170 (a gie at (4 pender 
upon the Dake orf Albol,) he cdu. int- 
ed him with the pictended deſign and 
Projcet [7 Ring ances, and mightily 
pear Nich, that he would uſe his en- 
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[ 39 ] 


to forgive him, and allow him acceſs tc 
his Grace, ſince he was heartily ſorry 
for the crime he had committed, and 
was promoting ſo good a deſign : But 
Keith (though he played the fool and 
dipt deep enough with him in all other 
points) told him, that was what he could 
not preſume to propoſe, and what he 
knew the Duke of Atho! would never 
grant. But Ferguſon, an old experienc- 
ed plotter, underſtanding his character, 
ſuſpected his integrity, and it coming to 
his knowledge, that he was often pri- 
vately with the Sco7s courtiers, was by 
them ſupported, and had obtained a paſs, 
as above related, ſoon concluded that 
there was ſome bad deſign in hand, and 
thereupon gave the Duke of thc! no- 
tice of it: And he again having inquir- 
ed at the Earl of Nettingham's, and find- 
ing Ferguſon's informations to be good, 
and his ſuſpicion to be well grounded, 
acquaints Queen Anne of the whole 
procedure, accuſing the Duke of Q u- 
bury in particular, and his other friends 
and. partizans, of correſponding with 


| and protecting a perſon outlawed in the 
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FT” 
kingdom of Scotland, and guilty of the 
moſt horrid crimes, aud a trafficker with 
France: Thereupon the Duke of Queenſ- 
bury, to vindicate himtelf declared, that 
Fraſer, when he came to Scotland, 


wrote to him, that he could make great 


diſcoveries for the Queen's ſervice, that 
upon that account he had ſent for him, 
given him a protection in Scotland, and 
again procured him a paſs in England, 
with a deſign he ſhould go to France 
and make a clearer ditcovery, which he 
did not doubt he would have performed, 
had not the matter come too ſoon to 
light; and as a convincing proof there- 
of, he produc** a ictter from the Queen 
mother. ducdted to L. M. which he in- 
terpreted the Lord Mzrray (formerly the 
title of the Duke of Atbol, before his 
father died.) But his Grace made uſe ot 
ſuch ſolid arguments and convincing 
proofs to ſhew the fallacy of that letter, 
that Q ecn Aune herſelf could not deny, 
but that ſhe thought it not genuine. 


Now let any impartial judge conſider, it 


it is probable that Frajer, with whom 
no honeit man in Scetlaud would con- 
*« ycric, 


[4 ] 
verſe, who was under ſentence of death; 
and not ſuch a fool as to imagine, that 
he had intereſt to do any thing of mo- 
ment for King Tames's ſervice, could 
have had the impudence to addreſs the 
French King in ſrc terms as he did, 
and come over to Scotland, unleſs he had 
been put upon it and protected by ſuch as 
could ſupport him at home. If he pro- 
poſed to cheat the French King of a lit- 
tle money, why came he to Scotland 
with it, ſince he knew he could not fail, 
in time, to be diſcovered, and then could 
neither hope to be protected there or dare 
to return to France? Theſe, I ſay, and 
many other threwd preſumptions, make 
it clear what was the defign of this pre- 
tended plot, and it ſucceſsful, how diſ- 
mal the conſequences of it muſt have 
proved, vi. the deſtruction of thoſe 
who oppoſed the deſigns of the Scots 
courtiers and Engliſh miniſtry againſt 
Scotland, how happy it was in. being 
rendered abortive, before the defigned 
conception had come to full maturity; 
and how odious the thoughts of ſuch 
a hellith conſpiracy. and abettors there- 
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[ 42 ] 
of ought to be in the eyes of all good 
men.” 

The ſame author gives and account, that 
one David Bailey accuſed the Duke of 
Queenſbury of endeavouring to ſuborn him 
in that matter to prove ſuch things as he 
ſhould object againſt the Dukes of Hamil- 
ton and Athol and others; this accuſation 
was laid before the Scots privy council, but 
not being ſupported by any proof Bazley was 
pillory'd and ſentenced to be baniſhed : Up- 
on this point Mr, Locihart thinks that 
it was a lye and counterplot framed by 
Bailey of Ferviſwood againſt the Duke of 
Veen ſbury; though he declares that his 
Grace was really concerned in the plot with 


captain Praſer : Mr. Lockhart ſays further, 


that the honſe of Lords in England took his 
Grace under their protection, and that a 
committee of feven Lords proceeded to take 
the plot under confideration and reported 
what they pleaſed, though never fo gros 
and abſurd, 


Another Scets author of the ſame part; 


gives a different turn to the affair; he re— 
pretents the Duke of Atbol and thoſe in the 
dohtion as true patriots who ought to be 

diſtin- 


( 43 } 


diſtinguiſhed from Jacobites : He ſays that 
he is firmly perſuaded that a dangerous con- 
ſpiracy had been and was then carrying on 
for ſubverting the government : But that 
he can never believe there is any truth in the 


plot as charged, in groſs, by captain Fraſer 


and others upon the country party, “that 
charge he thinks to have been a deſign 
of the courts of France and St. Ger- 
* mains, in order to blaſt the reputation of 
* thoſe who inſiſt upon ſuch conditions of 
government as might prevent the return 
of popery and arbitrary ſway.“ 

Theſe authors are to be read with great 
caution as to the point of the reality of the 
plot, for their account of it is inconfi- 
ſtent with other parts of their writings : 
Particularly Mr. Lockhart's own book is a 
plain proof of the contrary, for it appear: 
by many paſlages in it that this very party 
charged with the plot are rank Jacobitcs, 
oi which he glorics that he himſelf is one, 
and that they were very zealous and active 
to reſtore the Pretender, whom he call: 
King James; this behaviour of that party 
was only a ſabterfuge made uſe o by them 
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ſcreen themſelves from the juſt reſentment 
of that government which they were en- 
deavouring to overturn. 

But let us now ſee what captain Fraſer 
did in diſcharge of the truſt given him and 
what were the conſequences thereof: Up- 
on his arrival in Scotland he communicated 
his orders and inſtructions to the chiefs of 
the clans and others, and conſulted with 
them about the intended inſurrection: But 
in the courſe of his treaties and negotiations 
% met with great diſcouragements, occa- 
ſioned by the ſuſpicions the gentlemen in 
che country entertained of him; for his 
old enemies in the North prepoſſeſſed the 
minds of the people, as if he was a perſon 
not properly authorized to treat with them, 
or one of ſo infamous a character as not to 
be truſted in an affair of that importance: 
Theſe and the like inſinuations rendered our 
Captain's endeavours ineffectual, and oblized 
him to deſiſt from profecuting a matter in 
which he met with fo much oppoſition: 
Who thereupon {ot out for London, but be- 
fore wc trouble the reader with what hap- 
pened to the captain there and afterwards in 
France; we thall ſhortly relate ſome par- 

ticulars 


[ 45 ] 


ticulars relating to this which paſſed in the 
Scots privy council and the houſe of 
Lords in England. 

Great endeavours were uſed by the Duke 
of Athol to ſtile this plot, for that pur- 
poſe he prayed the Qucen to ſummon a 
Scotch privy council, where he preſented 
a long memorial complaining that the Duke 
of Queenſbury and his agents had carried 
on a ſecret correſpondence with captain 
Fraſer, and that it appeared from plain 
proofs that beſides the deſign of an inva- 
fion, there was another moſt wicked con- 
trivance to bring ſeveral of her Majeſty's 
good ſubjects and ſervants in a plot in or- 
der to ruin them and their families; he 
charged the Duke of Queenſbury with ſe- 
veral facts, 1ſt, That he had met with cap- 
tain Fraſer in Scotland and employed him 
in that affair and gave him 200 guineas, 
notwithſtanding that by the law of that 
country it was treaſon to converſe with 
him. 2dly, That he had given a paſs and 
protection to a min who was a rebel, and 
whoſe bufineſs in Scotland was to terapt 
her Majeſty's ſubjects in a rebellion. 3 dly, 
That he had ſent captain Fraſer and three 

other 
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[ 46 ] 
other perſons ſecictly into France, though 
it appeared that Fraſer's main defign was 
to engage the French King to make an in- 
vaſion. 

This charge againſt the Duke of Queens- 
bury was chictly ſupported by the declara- 
tion of Ferguſon, which the houſe of peers 
found afterwards to be falſe and ſcanda- 
lous, and therefore ordered Ferguſon to be 
ſent to Newgate and directed the Attorney 
general to proſccute him. 

Upon the examination of this affair be- 
fore the houſe of Lords, it appeared by the 
confeſſion of Sir John M Lean, that in 
July 1702 he introduced captain Fraſe, 
to the Queen at St. Germarins, who told 
her that the heads of the clans were ready 
to rife in arms to the number of 10090 
That this was communicated to the King 
of France, and his Majeity agreed to aſſiſt 
them by an invaſion, but for diverſe reaſons 
captain Fraſer was ſent firſt into Scotland 
with orders to return after the parliament 
was up with an exact account of the incli- 
nations of the pcople, and what numbers 
might be depended on to join the French. 


The 
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The Duke of Queenſbury declared that 
captain Praſer was brought to him by the 
Duke of Argyle, that thereupon he gave 
him a paſs, that upon his return from the 
highlands he diſcloſed to him the fame in 
ſubſtance with what Sir John M* Lean 
had declared, and had acquainted the 
Queen thereof, but had not diſcovered the 
captain's name, being under a ſolemn pro- 
miſe to conceal it ; that Fraſer was gone 
to France, and had promited to ſend him 
an account of all the French deſigns, and 
would come back when any thing of mo- 
ment happened, or when his grace ſhould 
require hun, 

But to return to our relation : We have 
already obſerved that the captain's enter- 
prizes in the highlands were attended with 
very bad ſucceſs, and therefore finding his 
affairs in this ſituation, he went privately to 
the Duke of Queenſbury, imploring his 
Grace's protection, intreated that he would 
be pleaſed to procure him a paſs to France, 
and the more readily to obtain this, he 
diſcovercd the plot that was then in agita- 
tion; but the captain infiſts upon it that he 
did not diſcloſe any particulars, more than 
what 
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what was before then, by the folly and 
malice of ſome of the Jacobites, made 
publick ; he likewiſe pretends that he never 
had any intention, whatever he might pro- 
miſe at that time, to return to France with 
a deſign, as he is charged with, to make 
a more full difcovery of the meaſures and 
affairs of the Pretender : But fays the Duke 
of Qycenſbury and he entered into an agree- 
ment, that in caſe the intended revolution 
ſhould take effect, then the captain was to 
uſe his good offices in favour of the Duke 
and his family ; but if, on the contrary, the 
ſchemes of the Jacobites ſhould be fruſtrat- 
ed, then his Grace engaged to befriend 
the captain and promote his intereſt; and 
that the chief view of that meeting was 


to concert matters for their mutual ſafety 


and preſervation : However that may be 
the captain got a pals, and returned to 
France : Upon his arrival at the court of 
St. Germans he made a report of his ne- 
gotiations in Scutland, and of the cauſes 
of the miſcarriage thereof, charging that 
the malice and unreaſonable oppoſition he 
met with from his enemies there was what 
rendered his endeavours abortive ; but his 
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private correſpondence with the Duke of 
Queenſbury and ſome others of that party, 
being known at St. Germains, made him 
violently ſuſpected of having betrayed his 
truſt : And though the captain alledged, 
in his own defence, that the main deſign 


of that correſpondence was to procure a 


paſs, that he might thereby be enabled to 
avoid the perſecution of his inveterate 
enemies, and render him the more capable 
of ſerving the intereſt of that court, yet 
he met with ſo little credit in that matter, 
that a complaint was made at the French 
court of his miſconduct and foul miſcar- 
riage in betraying the truſt repoſed in him; 
in conſequence of this complaint he was 
by virtue of an arreſt, apprehended and 
committed priſoner to the Baſtile, where 
he remained for ſeveral years. Upon the 
whole, notwithſtanding the obſcurity and 
variety of opinions as to the plot, it appears 
very plain that captain Fraſer was origi- 
nally employed in it by the courts of Ver- 
failles and St. Germains ; and that he diſ- 
covered the ſame to the Duke of Queen 
bury, and promiſed to make a further dif- 
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covery, for which purpoſe a paſs from the 
Earl of Nottingham was procured him, 

Captain Fraſer during his impriſonment 
had no opportunity of doing any thing 
worth notice, therefore I ſhall paſs over 
in ſilence that part of his life: But his 
mind, which was always reſtleſs, at laſt 
found out a new expedient to releaſe him- 
ſelf from a doleful ſtate of confinement, 
and procure him a comfortable ſubſiſtence ; 
he had, upon his firſt coming to St. Ger- 
mains, embraced the Roman Catholick 
religion, and thereby recommended him- 
ſelf to the Pope's nuntio; but now he 


thought ſomething further was to be done : 


He had leiſure to reflect ſeriouſly upon 
his misfortunes, and the melancholy fitua- 
tion of his temporal affairs; this determined 
him to apply his thoughts to ſpiritual mat- 
ters, he formed a reſolution of entering 
into holy orders, and communicated his 
intentions to ſome of the clergy, and 
got them to inform his old friend the 
Pope's nuntio of his pious reſolution : The 
captain had by this time acquired a perfect 
maſtery in the French tongue; and his 
n. and great capacity to promote the 
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intereſt of the church were ſtrongly repre- 
ſented and urged in his favour. By the in- 
terpoſition and friendly aſſiſtance of the 
Pope's nuntio and ſome other clergymen 
he procured his releaſment from the Ba/- 
tile in the year 1709, and in a ſhort time 
thereafter was admitted into the holy order 
and profeſſion ot a Jeſuit; in that capa- 
city he reſided and had a living at St. 
Omers for ſeveral years, where he diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf for his learning and piety, 
and diſcharged his holy office with univer- 
al applauſe, and to the admiration of his 
ignorant and deluded flock: During this 
period of time the captain was entirely dead 
to the active world, and buried from the 
knowledge of his friends and relations: But 
this did not hinder the zeal of ſome of his 
friends in Scotland from endeavouring to 
inform themſelves of his fate: Major 
Fraſer of Caſtle Leathers, an old friend 
aud follower of the captain's, was in the 
year 1714 ſent by them into France upon 
that butineis; after a long ſearch and 
much enquiry he had intelligence that the 
zaptain after his enlargement from priſon 
was retired to St. Omers, and there lived 

D 2 very 
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very privately ; the Major went thither, and 
to his great ſurprize found him in this ob. 
ſcure and indolent way of life: he ex- 
poſtulated with him on his preſent inactive 
and inglorious condition, and endeavoured 
to inſpire him with thoughts of returning 
to his native country, and attempting once 
more to recover his inheritance, and aſſert 
his right of ſuperiority over the clan of 
the Fraſers : Theſe remonſtrances tended 
greatly to rouſe him from his lethargy ; 
but what chiefly determined him to follow 
his friend's advice, was a proſpect of the 
troubles that then threatned theſe King- 
doms by the death of ker facred Majeſty 
Queen Ann, of which he propoſed to 
take advantage : Another thing too that 
greatly contributed to incline our Jeſuit 
to abandon his. ſacerdotal office, was an 
apprehenſion that ſome of his laſcivious 
pranks at St. Omers would foon come to 
light, in regard that in his amorous inter- 
courſes he had not uſed that caution and 
ſecrecy that was neceſlary to prevent a diſ- 
covery, which might be attended with 
fatal conſequences to one of his character. 
The captain, in perſuance of that reſolu- 
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tion, pretending a neceſſity of going ſome 
way into the country upon important buſi- 
neſs, ſet out with his friend for England, 
where he arrived about the breaking out of 
the rebellion in the year 1715. But before 
we relate the captain's proceedings at that 
time, I ſhall beg leave to entertain the reader 
with ſome particulars in relation to him 
whilſt at St. Omzrs, of which I wes inform- 
ed by a gentleman of credit, who travelled 
in that country ſeveral years after our cap- 
tain had apoſtatiſed and quitted his religious 
profeſſion. 

This gentleman in his travels ſpent ſome 
days at St. Omers, and viſiting the churches 
and curiofities, he was ſhewn the picture of 
Fraſer the Jeſuit, which the people had 


preſerved with great reverence and devotion 


in memory of this pious and good man: 


For notwithſtanding he had left them, they 
ſaid they doubted not but he had been ſent 
by order of his Holineſs the Pope into Great 


Britain to carry on fome ſecret and mo- 


mentous defign for the ſervice and intereſt 


of the church: But my friend was at the 
pains to undeccive the poor ignorant people, 
and informed them fully of the true 111 
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and character of their pretended Jeſuit; the 
picture was thereupon with juſt indignation 
and contempt pulled down and deſtroyed, 
as they proteſted they would have ſerved the 
original if he had been then in their pow- 
cr, This diicovery of his being an impoſ- 
tor made a great noiſe in the place, and 


brought to light ſeveral particulars which 


were before known only to a few, and 
which it would not have been ſafe or prudent 
for any perſon to diſcloſe if our Jeſuit had 
ſtill continued in the fame religious charac- 
ter and credit. 

The Jeſuit had been recommended to 
one Monſieur M n, a gentleman of 
ſome rank within a few miles of St. Omers, 
as a father confeſſor, and by his grave and 
devout deportment gained his eſteem and 
friendſhip, this he improved to his no ſmal 
advantage, for he inſinuated hunſelf into 

n's Lady, 


the aſfection of Monſieur M 
who was young and agreeable in her per- 
fon, and obtained criminal favours of her, 
the likcwiſe nude him conhderable pretents 
as marks of her love and eſteem. Ike 
other hne gentlemen of this age, he makes 
no feinvle of boattins of this piece of gal- 
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lantry, in contempt of his ſacred function 


and all the laws of honour and gratitude ; 
and he often relates, with no ſmall oſtenta- 
tion, an account of his debauching about the 
ſame time a beautiful young Lady of a 


good family, to whom his religious character 


gave him frequent opportunities of acceſs ; 
according to his own account he firſt prac- 
tiſed on her maid, ſhe fell an eaſy willing 
conqueſt, and by her means the young La- 
dy ſoon after became a ſacrifice to the bru- 
tal luſt of our Jeſuit ; he raviſhed her in 
preſence of her maid ; this vile creature, 
who had before aſſiſted him by procuring a 
favourable opportunity, was an accomplice 
in the crime, by ſtifling the cries of her 
betrayed miſtreſs. He had no ſooner gra- 
tified his baſe defire than the maid, con- 
ſpiring with her lover, endeavoured to re- 
concile her to the Jeſuit ; ſhe repreſented 


the crime as of a venial nature, for which 


the holy father could give her abſolution, 


and conjured her for her own fake to keep 
it concealed to prevent the ſhame and re- 
proach that would attend her if the thing 
was known ; ſhe went further and threat- 
ned, in caſe ſhe made a diſcovery, to ac- 
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cuſe her to her relations, with having, in 


— -. 
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| a moſt indecent and laſcivious manner, en- 8 obt: 
44 deavoured to tempt the virtue of the good tain 
$4 father : She no ſooner perceived that her | mig 
145 baſe arguments begun to work upon the lion 
1 tender mind of her young miſtreſs than, ed 
. to reconcile her the more to the crime, ſhe whi 
* threw her ſelf on the bed, and lewdly in- for 
| vited the Jeſuit to her embraces ; our holy for 
father was not wanting on his part, he ca- to « 

reſſed her accordingly, and in a little time the 

after gave the young lady repeated marks pof 

of his fondneſs and affection for her. This tim 

infamous commerce continued for ſome of 

months; the Jeſuit was likewiſe under a fort 

neceſſity of ſometimes vifiting Madam his 

MY And, as he has frequently boaſt- ] hin 

ed, he had, at that time, buſineſs enough tere 

upon his hands to employ the whole fociety tow 

of Jeſus. ecu 

In September 171 5 he arrived in London the 

and went to ſome of his particular friends, Gr: 

and conſulted with them how he ſhould ma 

avail himſelf of the troubles that were thena ] tur 

beginning: The firſt thing neceſſary to be a h 

done was to procure a paſs for him into Scot- ma 

ſaud, which by the favour of the late Duke of qu: 


Arg) 2 


191 


Argyle and Mr. Forbes of Culloden, he ſoon 
obtained, under the borrowed name of cap- 
tain Brown, as they had reaſon to believe he 
might be inſtrumental in quelling the rebel- 
lion: With this paſſport the captain, attend- 
ed only by his faithful friend the major, 
who came with him from France, ſet out 
for Edinburgh: There he lay concealed for 
ſome time waiting until a ſhip could be got 
to carry him to the north of Scotland, for 
the country was then all up in arms and no 
poſſibility of travelling by land: In the mean 
time our captain's enemies had intelligence 
of his being in Edinburgh, and upon an in- 
formation thereof to the Lord Juſtice Clerk, 
his Lordſhip granted a warrant to apprehend 
him as a perſon condeinned by law and in- 
tercommuned or outlaweci ; a party of the 
town guard were ordered to aſſiſt in the ex- 
ecution of the warrant, and agreeable to 
the information, they went to a houſe in the 


Graſs Market where the captain lodged and 


made him their priſoner. Here his adven- 
tures muſt have ended, had it not been for 
a happy occurrence: The officer who com- 
manded the party proved to be an old ac- 
quaintance of his; he expreſſed his concern 
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for the captain, and promiſed to ſerve him, 
if poſſible, upon that perilous occafion : 
Accordingly an expedient was agreed upon, 
the captain told him his intention of going 
into the North on the ſervice of his Majeſ- 
ty King George, that he went by the name 
of Brown, and had a paſſport from the ſe. 
cretary of ſtate: He conſidered that the 
then Provoſt of Edinburgh was his good 
friend, to whom the officer went as his 
colonel and acquainted him of the affair; 
the Provoſt thereupon directed him to dil. 
charge the warrant and ſet the captain at 
liberty, as it appeared that the warrant was 
executed by miſtake upon captain Brown 
inſtead of captain Fraſer, who was the per- 
ſon ſpecified : Upon this our captain was hap- 
pily ſet at liberty, and eſcaped for this time 
the danger that threatned him: He changed 
his lodgingsimmediately, and, a few days af- 
ter, a veſſel having been provided, failed for 


Inverneſs, but by contrary winds the ſhip 


was forced to put into Fraſer ſburgh within 
+ tew miles of his old friend Lord Sa/ton's 
nouſe: The captain and Mr. Forbes of Cul- 


tden, who attended him to the North to 


At in his Majcſty's ſervice, muſt have been 
| ex- 
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expoſed to great difficulties and dangers, it 


it had not been for the friendly care of one 


Mr. Baillie town clerk of Fraſer ſburgh, to 
whom they made themſelves known ; he 
found means to provide them with horſes, 
to carry them to Culloden Houſe, the ſeat of 
the Lord Prefident of Scotland, (now be- 
come famous for the late glorious victory 
there obtained by his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of Cumberland over the rebels,) where 
they ſafely arrived in November 17 1 5, after 
a hazardous and fatiguing journey. The 
firſt thing to be reſolved upon by the captain 
was what part he ſhould take in the pre- 
ſent troubles; but as his grand end and de- 
ſign, and which he always kept in view, 
was to recover the honours and eſtate of 
Lovat, his determination in that matter de- 
pended upon another point, and that was 
the behaviour of Fraſerdale, who, as before 
mentioned, was then in poſſeſſion of that 
eſtate: But when he was certainly inform- 
ed, that Fraſerdale had raiſed a body oi 
men, and took up arms for the Pretender, 
he no longer hetitated what fide he thou!s 
chuſe, but repaired immediately to thote of his 
clan who bad remaincd faithful to him, and 
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were by the vigilance and good conduct 
of ſome of his ſpecial friends gathered to- 
gether and armed ready to act for the cap- 
tain, whom they regarded as their lawful 
and rightful chief : They received him 
with great joy, and acknowledged him as 
their natural head, declaring that they were 
ready to aſſiſt him in all his deſigns, and 
eſpouſe whatever cauſe he ſhould take in 
band: The captain improved this ſubmiſ- 
five and zealous diſpofition in his Fraſers, he 
declared for the government, and joined the 
well affected in that part of the country: 
His appearing ſo ſeaſonably was attended 
with very good effects, for he aſſiſted in 
driving a conſiderable body of the rebels 
out of the town and caſtle of Inverneſs, 
and contributed greatly to keep the diſaffect- 


ed in awe, and to preſerve the peace in that 


part of the country. But in order to do 
him ample juſtice upon this occaſion, I ſhall 
give the reader the ſubſtance of his own 
account of the taking of Inverneſs, with 
other advantages obtained over the rebels in 
the North, wherein our hero (then gene- 
rally owned as Lord Lovat, and whom we 
ſhall hereafter call by that name) was aſ- 
ſiſting; which was tranſmitted by him to 

his 


[ 61 ] 


his friends at London, to the end that his 
great ſervices might appear, and thereby en- 
title him to the favour and protection of the 
government, of which, from the neceſſity 
of his circumſtances, he ſtood in great need ; 
the account is in effect as follows, 
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In September 1715, the Earl of Sea- 


forth, the Pretender's lieutenant general 


and commander in chief in the North, 
aſſembled his forces at his ſeat of Bra- 
han, where Sir Donald Me Donald of 
Slate with 600 men had joined him, 
together with the Laird of M Kinnon 


with 150 men, and Alexander M 
Kenzie of Fraſerdale (who aflumed a 


* command of the name of Fraſer in 
cc 


right of his Lady) with 400 Fraſers, 
whom he had forced together, and 100 
Chiſholms ; theſe laſt, with the Fraſers 
under the command of Fraſerdale, a- 
mounting to 500, lay at Caftledouny : 
But the Fraſers of Struy, Foyer, Culdu- 
thell and others, kept the reſt of that 
name on foot for the goverument, hav- 
ing aſſurance that Lord Lovat, their na- 
tural chief, firm for the proteſtaut ſuc— 
ceſſion, was daily expected from London; 
this procured them not only the ridi- 
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* cule, but made them the object of 
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the reſentment of the Rebels. Fra. 


ſerdale finding his number of men in- 


conſiderable to what he expected, re- 
ſolved, if poſſible, to bring theſe laſt men- 
tioned gentlemen into his party, and fo 
wrote a letter to Struy and Foyer, de- 
firing a meeting in order to convince 
them of the juſtice and reaſonableneſ⸗ 
of the cauſe he had eſpouſed ; they 
readily granted his requeſt, being willing 
to ſhew him that they were firmly de- 
termined to ſupport the proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion as by law eſtabliſhed, and to op- 
pole the attempts of the diſaffected to 
eſtabliſh a Popiſh Pretender and a deſ- 
potic government, With that view 
they went to Caſtledouny with 150 
men, where they were told that Fra- 


ſerdale was gone to Brahan, but re- 


ceived a meſſage from Seaforth com- 
manding them to repair to him and en- 
liſt in the ſervice of the Pretender, to 
which they returned for anſwer, that 
they were true proteſtants, and would 
let his Lordthip know fo much upon 
a proper occaſion: While this treaty 

was 
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te was a carrying on, which was only in- 
« tended to amuſe them, Seaforth had 
in the mean time detached 600 men 
under the command of Fraſerdale and 
others with orders to take the loyal 
« Frajers dead or alive; but the Fraſers 
being apprized of their deſign, put them- 
* ſelves in a poſture of defence, of which 
the rebels being informed, and it proving 
a very rainy tempeſtuous night, they 
thought proper to return, being almoſt 
* ſtarved with cold and hunger. Thus 
* a diſhonourable and unfair attempt was 
* fruſtrated. Much about this time the Earl 
* of Sutherland had drawn together a bo- 
„dy of 1800 in the ſhire of Roſs, intend- 2 
ing to prevent Lord Seaforth from join- 2 
ing the main army of the rebels at 4 
* Perth: Seaforth underſtanding this, and 
* finding himſelf 4000 ſtrong, marched 
directly to give the Earl battle; but 
* the Earl being ſo much inferior in 0 
* number, retreated to Sutherland, as well 
to ſave his men as to draw Seaferth 
further North and divert him for ſome 
time from joining the rebels at Perth; 
* but his Lordſhip contented himſelf 
with 
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with ravaging the country and went 
ſtrait to Perth, where he remained till 
after the defeat of the rebels at Dum. 
blain ; but the 400 Fraſers that Fa- 


&* ferdale headed, hearing that Lord Lovat 
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was come home, deſerted that cauſe, 
and returned full of affection to therty 
natural Chief, and oat of a uit regard 
to the proteiiant intereſt, for which the 
Fraſers had ever tince the reformation 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves, and the ſame 
good diſpoſition appeared plainly in its 
effects till the rchellion was totally ex- 
tinguiſhed. 

Lord Lovat, on the 5th of Novem- 
ber 1715, arrived at Calloden houſe 
near Inverneſs, from whence his Lordſhip 
wrote to the gentleinen of his name 
that were well affected to the government 
to come and receive him as their chief: 
Mr. Roß, of Kelravock and Mr. Forbes 
of Culloden, to prevent his falling into 
the hands of the rebels, conducted him 
by ſverneſs to the fronticrs of his own 
country: His Lordſhip ſoon got his 
clan together, and hearing that a body of 


the M Intoſhes were going to reinforce 


Or 
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Sir John M. Kenzie who commanded the 
gariſon at Inverneſs, he marched with 
ſome others of the well affected gentlemen 
in that country, in order to intercept 
them and prevent their joining the rebel 
gariton: The M. Intofhes hearing of this 
tent their principal gentlemen to treat 
with his Lordſhip: They agreed to 
diſperſe and deliver up their arms, 
and the gentlemen became bound for 
the peace in gheir country : In the 
mean time his Lordſliip having in- 


telligence that Keppoch with a coniide- 


rable body of men were in full march 
to Inverneſs, he poſted himſelf between 
Keppoch's men and the gariſon. Sir 
Jobn and Keppoch reſolved to put his 
Lordſhip between two fires and attack 
him on each fide; but Keppoch inti- 
midated at his Lordihip's firmneſs and 
re ſolution, thought proper to retreat 
through the country of the Grants of 


Urquhart, where after commiiting great 


outrages, he and his men dijperſed and 
returned home. His Lordilip there- 
upon marched ſtrait to Jrzverreſs, and 
placed himſelf on the weſt fide of the 
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town, after having ſent a party to guard 
that fide of the Tr, in order to prevent 
any ſupply ot proviſions or warlike ſtores 
from coming to the gariſon: Forbes 
ot Cullodor with bis men lay to the Eaſt, 
and the Gro»ts, being 500, to the South 
ſide of the town : Sir 7% finding him. 
felt thus turrounded, and in danger ot 
being ſtarved or taken, and underſtanding 
that the wr/f-affeeted Clans were ready 
to invett the place, took the advantage 
of a ipring tide that came up to the 
town, and made the river navigable, 
quitted the town and cattle, and retired in 
boats on the 1cth of November to 
the Roſs fide: Lord Lovat took im- 
mediate poſſeſſion thereof, and acquaint- 
ed the Earl of Sutherland, who was 
then in Sutherland, of their ſucceſs ; The 
Earl wrote his Lordſhip a very obliging 


letter thereupon, expreſſing his fatis- 
faction that his Lordihip had by his 


loyalty and zeal, in defence of the 
government, entitled himſelf to his 


Majeſty's favour, and aſſuring his Lord- 


thip that he would truly repreſent his 


** ſervices upon that occaſion. 


« The 


L 07 1 
«© The Earl of Sutherland camo th iter 
* neſs the 13th of Necvember, when he 
te received the joyful news of the defeat of 
* the rebels at Dablaſu, and leaving à full 
ficient garifon at rverncſs, marched with 
Lord Lovat to Seafortyo's country, where 
they oblized the gentlemen then at * owe 
to give ſecurity for the peaceable behoviour 


224 


c of their people, and to return che arin; 
* that had been taken from the Aon ; 
they leit a number of their men in 
*© the caſtle of Braban, and marched to 
« Mu;ray and Strathspey, where they 
ſubjected the country to the King's obe- 
% hence. The Harl of l in TR 
mean time gathered together the ſcattered 
remains of hi: men, after bay 1 ct 


© Dumblain, and ly rich them near Broken i 


ba. 


* the Earl of Suth:rlond with Lord Lovat 

and others, marched againlt him, reſolving 
to give hun butle; but the Earl of Sca- 
ferih, upon their approach, piopoſed terns 
of ccomodation : Upon a promite dt 
pardon, he agreed to diiperſe his men, OWN 
the King's authority , and deliver up his 
arme, ane 3 Hoſtilities ggaſc 4: his 
Majotty the reupon #2ve the Earl of Sca- 
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forth to underſtand, that upon his per- 
** forming his agreement, and behaving peace- 
** ably for the future, he might expect his 
* royal clemency : But upon the arrival of 
* the Pretender in Scotland, the Earl flatter- 
ing himſelf that their affairs might take 
da a favourable turn, delayed to perform the 
* conditions he had ſubmitted to, and there- 
* fore forfeited any title to his Majeſty's 
* pardon ; ſoon after theſe tranſactions the 
* rebellion was totally extinguiſhed by the 
* retreat and diſperſion of the rebel army.” 


After the ſuppreſſion of the rebellion, 
his Lordſhip's lovalty and great ſervices 
were by his friends greatly magnified at 
court: And in confideration thereof they 
recommended him firſt of all to the King's 
favour for a pardon for all his former crimes 
and offences, which his Majeſty was gra- 
ciouſly pleated to grant: Fraſerdale, of 
whom I have fo often made mention, being 
concerned in the rebellion, was attainted, 
and thereby forfeited his intereſt and eſtate 
for life in the lands and barony of Lover, 
which became eſchcated to the crown: 
An application was thereupon made to the 
late 


[ 69 ] 
late King in behalf of his Lordſhip, ſetting 
forth his right and pretenſions to the honours 
and eſtate of ZLovat ; in conſequence where- 
of his Majeſty, as a further mark of his 
favour and reward for his ſervices, was 
graciouſly pleaſed to make him a gift of 
Fraſerdale's Life-rent Eſcheat, in virtue 
of which his Lordſhip entered into im- 
mediate poſſeſſion of the eſtate, and renewed 
his claim to the honours and dignity. 

Being now got into poſſeſſion of his 
hereditary eſtate and honours, he began 
to think ſeriouſly of eſtabliſhing his right 
to both by due courſe of law : The ad- 
verſaries he had chiefly to deal with were, 
Hugh Fraſer, Fraſerdale's eideſt fon, who, 
as heir at law of the laſt Hugh Lord 
Lovat, claimed the honours and title of 
Lord Lavat, and alſo claimed a right to the 
eftate after his father's deceaſe, by virtue 
of tctticments, and other legal or coloutable 
titles; and ſeveral creditors, who had 
charges and debts affecting the eſtate : 
Theſe laſt were adviſed to bring their action 
in the court of ſeſſion againit his Lord- 
ſhip for ſatisfaction of their debts, and 
the court decreed in favour of the 
plaintiffs, as being juſt creditors upon the 
3 eſtate: 
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citate: But upon an appeal, the houſe L 
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14 ot Lords reveried that decree, in regard the 1 
14 Plalntifts, if they prevailed in their demands = 
* might entirely defeat the benefit chat 1 
1 was intended by the gift of che crown : af 
1 4 By this Laſt 1 ponent be was to enjuy the 1 
. beneßit of the eſtate during Fra/ordale's a 
. life, clear of all n Encouraged tl 

by this ſucceſs, he brought his Ftion in 
the ſame court of ſeſſion acainit Tig fa 
Fraſer the pretended Lord Z57at, to eſta- f 
blith his right of peerage, and in this ye 
ſuit he alfo prevailed. FHavinsg thus cſta- * 
bliſhec his right to the title and honours {0 
of Lord Lovat, he was advifed to bring his = 


ation: againſt the far! Hugh Fraſer, iin order 
to try his right to the fee or retainer T 
of tha eſtate after the deccaſa of Fraſer do's; | 


Ent alter a long and cxpenſire litigation, 


wh; h} 144 adverſ ſar;: 182 Were: tf longer ble 
0 Co:fy on, an amo able-a AZrermam das at . 
1ſt en! od into by the parties, and all dit- 5 
r WIC ally FR by tut» fl 
willen andaward, whereby, in rbntke en U 
ot a 1279 fum of OUT) al by fo 94 80 
4 7 Flint Frater and all otncrs in- " 
leb, 4 precending any right, ware 
wt) conver and make over to his 


* 
7 02 „. 
Ta Ya * 
# * 


( 21 ] 
Lordſhip all their right and title to the ho- 
nours and eſtate of Lovat ; and in purſu- 
ance thereof proper deeds were exccuted, 
and other legal ſecurities taken for further 
aſſuring and confirming his Lordihip's right 
and title; and thus about the vear 1732, 
a concluſion was put to all their diſputes 
that had for ſo long a time ſubſiſted. 

After his Lordſhip had bcen reſtored to 
favour and pardoned as above, he made his 
firſt publick appearance at Edinburgh in the 
year 1717, Lord Mungo Murray, of 
whom we have before made mention, had 
folemnly vowed, that whenever he ſhould 
meet with Lord Lo2vat, he would revenge 
the indignity that had been done to his fa- 
mily, and the affront that had been given to 
himſelf perſonally in the North by that 
| Lord; about this time the two noble Lords 
happened to meet in the high ſtreet, Lord 
Hung dre his ſword and made up to Lo- 
vat, who being very near ſighted did not at 
fr{t perceive his enemy a coming; but a gen- 
teman who was by appriſing him of his dan- 
ger, his Lordthip immediately drew in his 
own defence, and put himſelf in a poſture to 


receive hs aduarfary ; Lord Mungo obſerv- 
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ing this, thought proper to wheel about and 
retreat; but a crowd of people, alarmed at 
this hoſtile appearance, ſtood in his way and 
retarded his flight; whereupon Lord Lovat 
called aloud to the people, ©* Pray gentle. 
«© men make way for Lord Mungo Mur- 
* ray: Lord Mungo eſcaped into an ale- 
houſe or wine cellar ncar by, and the affair 
ended without any bloody conſequence. 

About the fame year 1717, his Lord- 
Nup intermarried with a daughter of the 
Laird of Grant, ſiſter to the preſent Sir 
James Gran? bart. intending to add to his 
power and intereft by an alliance with a po- 
tent and numerous clan : Ot this marriage 
there are iſſue now living two ſons and two 
daughters. Upon the deceaſe of this Lady 
his Lordſhiip married a young Lady nearly 
related to the noble family of Argyle, by 
whom he has ifſue a ſon named Archivald; 
but his cruel and unworthy uſage of that 
Lady, which has occaſioned a ſeparation be- 
tween them, inſtead of uniting himſelf more 
firmly to that great family, as he intended, 
has juſtly drawn upon him their reſentment 
and contempt, 


Simon, 
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Simon, commonly called maſter of Lovat, 
his Lordſhip's eldeſt ſon, in the 2cth year 
of his age, is a youth of good natural 
parts, particularly remarkable for an honeſt 
and fincere mind, and a mild and benevo- 
lent diſpoſition, good qualities which have 
by no means recommended him to the 
eſteem of his father, who from his infan- 
cy has trained him up in a moſt ſlaviſh ſub- 
jection and dependance upon him, and 
treated him with a moſt unbecoming ſe- 
verity. The friends of the family had 
great expectations of this promiſing and vir- 
tuous young man ; but we find him en- 
gaged very early in the preſent rebellion, 
being ſeduced from that duty and allegiance 
which he owes to his King and country by 
the wicked councils of a parent, enforced 
by his abſolute authority and pernicious ex- 


ample. It has proved very unhappy for 


this youth and his brother, that they receiv- 
ed the greateſt part of their education un- 
der ſuch a father, by which means they 
were very early tainted with deſtructive and 
abominable principles, of which the con- 
duct of the maſter of Lover at this junc- 
ture is a melancholy effect: About the 

year 
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year 1737, Lord Lovat became greatly 
ſuſpected of ſome treaſonable deſigns, and 
an information was given to one of the ſe- 
cretaries of ſtate, that his Lordſhip, under 


| pretence of providing arms for his indepen- 


dent company, had bought up a conſider- 
able number of fire arms, broad ſwords and 
targets ; this was repreſented to a certain 
great man at court, who thereupon wrote 
to Lord Lovat upon that head, deſiring from 
him an account of the truth of theſe mat- 
ters, and that he would fatisfy the govern- 
ment with reſpect to the charge: And the 
more effectually to quiet the apprehenſion 
that ſome people had entertained of his 
conduct, and as it was generally reported 
that his Lordſhip purpoſed to ſend his ſons 
to France for their education, he adviſed 
his Lordihip to ſend them up to London ; 
and to encourage him thereto, this great 
man cfſcred to have a particular regard in 
their education, and undertook to be at the 
expence thereof out of his own pocket, 
ſuch was this nobleman's generous care and 
concern to preſerve this family from deſtruc- 
tum; but our Lord was deaf to his councils 
an friendly admonition, and contented 

him- 


L958] 


himſelf with ſending him long letters in his 
own vindication, ſtuffed with ſhuffling eva- 
ſions and flattering ſpeeches, and boaſting of 
the great ſervices he had done in the year 
1715, which he argued ought to free him 
from any imputation of difloyalty, 

Janet his Lordſhip's eldeſt daughter, in 
the year 1740 intermarried with the Laird 
of Cluny, cluief of the clan of Me Pher- 
ns, He might have matched his daugh- 
ter into a more honourable and opulent fa- 
mily, yet he confidered that gentleman as 
the chief of a numerous clan, living in his 
neighbourhood, upon whom he might de- 
pend for ſupport and aſſiſtance upon all fu- 
ture occahons, being a bold and intrepid 
people. And we may naturally imagine it 
was his Lordthip's advice and influence 


that induced Mr. AF Phe, ſou, who had then 


the command of a company in Lord Loudon + 


regiment, to ruiſe his clan and join the 
rebels. | 
Here it may not be improper to obſerve 

; F,y-:ifhin's ſentiments with re- 

ſpect to clans or clanthips, and & hat in pat- 
tiontar his conduct with reſpect to his own 
clan has bern: Lis opinion which he en- 
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1 
deavoured to inforce on all occaſions, was, 
that the Chief ought always to be eſteemed 
by the clan as their immediate Lord and 
Governor, to whom they owe an ablolute 
ſubjection and obedience, from which no- 
thing can abfolve them ; that they ought 
to be ready upon all occaſions to aſſiſt him 
in ſupport of his intereſt and concerns, and 
to redreſs wrongs and reſent injuries done to 
his perſon and family. His Lordſhip, while 
his affairs were ſomewhat in an unſettled 
fituation, and before he had aſcertained his 
right to the eſtate and honours, endeavour- 
ed by artful and ſubtle inſinuations to pie- 
ſerve the flaviſh dependency of the Fraſers, 
who are generally ſpeaking either his vaſſals, 
tenants, or ſervants; for that end he was at 
great pains to inſpire them with a contempt 
of all trades and employments, for by theſe 
he ſaw they would procure a comfortable 
living independent of him; and that either 
by leaving that part of the country, by go- 
ing abroad, or by entering into ſome focicty 
or corporation, they would entirely thake 
off that ſubjection, which had no founda- 
tion excepting meerly in the imagination: 


This darling Patiion of clanthip and bit 


of 
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©: {uperiority led him therefore to diſcourage 
trade, induſtry and improvements of all 
ſorts, and inſtead thereof to recommend to 
their imitation the manner of life of theic 
anceſtors, who by a generous contempt of 
{crvile labour and mechanical employments, 
which, according to him, tended greatly 
to enervate the body and debaſe the mind, 
kept up and cheriſhed that proweſs and 
martial ſpirit, for which they had in for- 
mer ages rendered themſelves famous: It 
happened very opportunely for his Lordſhip 
that, amongſt the many favours he receiv- 
ed from the government, in the year 1724, 
he was honoured with the command of a 
highland independent company ; by this 
means he kept his Fraſers in ſome meaſure 
from the drffruttive way of trades or Lulſi- 
neſs, encouraged their warlike but indulent 
diſpoſitions, and prefcrved his ſovereignty : 
But after his Lord(iip had fully eſtabliſhed 
his right to the honuurs and eftate of Lover, 
and put an end to the pretenfions of his ad- 
verfaries, he began to ute more compullive 
methods to maintain his ſuperiority, and 
that was by diſtreſſing and impovstithing 
ſuch of his clan as were hi: vaſfile, tenant: 


Or 
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or ſervants, or had anybuſineſs or concern with 
him : then it was that his Lordſhip thought 
of putting in practice the maxims of govern- 
ment that he had Jearnt and adopted from 
France and Rome : The farmers and tenants 
he reduced to a low and wretched ſtate, 
by encreaſing and racking their rents, and 
by new and ſevere exactions: But with re- 
ſpect to the gentlemen who by tenure were 
his vaſſals, he followed another courſe, and 
that was to haraſs and oppreſs them by law- 
ſuits : For this end many frivolous and vex- 
atious actions were brought by his Lordſhip 
as Lord or Superior, compelling them to ex- 
hibit and prove their rights and titles, in- 
fiſting upon for feitures and eſcheats, and for 
various other litigious purpoſes. The gen- 
tlemen were all juſtly alarmed at this, 
and greatly apprehenſive of his oppreflive 
ſchemes, they reſolved to unite and aſſoci- 
ate themſelves for their common ſafety and 
preſervation, and about the year 1738, © 
mecting was had, where they folemnly a- 
grecd to land by each other; a ſum Go 
money was garced to be raiſed, of which 
every owe was to contribute a proportional 
thare to be laid ont in defending what ac- 
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tions ſhould be brought againſt them, and 
they were to uſe all lawful means for their 
common defence againſt his Lordſhip's op- 
preſſions and tyranny: And when their 
money and fortunes ſhould be ſpent and 
no further means left them of vindicating 
their cauſe, then they unanimoufly agreed to 
draw their {words and by force endeavour 
to do themſelves juſtice, and relieve them- 
!clves from ſuch unjuſt proceedings. His 
Lordſhip, upon hearing of this confederacy 
againſt him, was not a little diſhcartened, 
and thought it adviſable by degrees to 
drop the proſecution of his ſuits, and for 
the preſent directed chat they ſhoul:l be 
diſcontinued: And it is not unlikely but he 
was induced thereto by reaſon of ſome other 
deſigns which he had then formed, in 
which theſe gentlemen might be neceſſaty 
to his ends, and upon that account he gt 
laſt endeavoured to gain and ſecure them 
by gentle and ſofter methods, which he 
| ſoon after effected. 

As to his ſervants; his Lordſhip's con- 
duct was ſtill more extraordinary; for tho 
he had given the world many proots of an 
arbitrary and unjuſt diſpoſition, yet it ap- 
peared 
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1 
peared in no inſtance more cruel and 
odious than in the treatment of his receivers, 
agents and mental ſervants : With reſpect to 
thoſe of a ſuperior rank, ſuch as receivers or 
ſtewards, his Lordſhip never could be 
brought to ſettle and adjuſt their accounts ; 
but when any diſputes aroſe, or if they 
were ſo imprudent as to claim their wages or 
falary, then he accuſed them of having 
defrauded him in their payments and diſ- 
burſements, and threatned, unleſs they 
complied with his terms, however diſ- 
honeſt, that he would ſue them at law, and 
that they thould rot in a goal; theſe me- 
naces from a perſon ſo powerful, terrified 
them into his meaſures, and they reckoned 
it a happineſs to get out of his clutches by 
any means. When he intended to put 
away any of his inferior ſervants, or if 
they propoſed to quit his ſervice, and pre- 
ſumed to aſk for their wages, he was ſure 
to charge them with theft, robbery, or 
ſome other heinous crime, and perſons 
were always ready to prove the charge ; 
he would thereupon by his own authority 
commit them to a priton about a mile 
diſtant from his houſe called the Pit of 

Beauly, 
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Beauly, which is a dungeon under ground 
without light or air, there he would con- 
fine them for many months, without 
ever troubling himſelf to bring them to a 
trial; and the poor wretches muſt have ma- 
ny times petiſhed by the dampneſs of that 
doleful priſon, or been deſtroyed by toads 
or ſerpents and other vermin, if the keeper, 
more humane than his Lord, did not fre- 
quently take them out in the night and 
lodge them in his own houſe; but he took 
care to reconvey them early the next morn- 
ing to the dungeon to prevent a dilcovery, 
which muſt have proved fatal to him, Up- 
on the priſoners making a proper ſubmiſſion 
for their pretended crimes, and complying 
with his Lordſiup's terms, he would order 


them to be ſet at liberty; at other times he 


would give private orders that they ſhould 
be permitted to eſcape by cennivance of the 
goaler. The maid ſervants were treated in 
the ſame manner, unleſs they complicd with 


his libidinous defires ; and he has frequent- 


ly ſent them out to the Pitt for no other 
reaſon, but becauſe they refuted to profti- 
tute themſelves and gratify his luſt. This 
may ſcem incredible in a free country, 

F where 
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where the laws have their due execution; 
but to one that conſiders the poverty and 
ſubjection of theſe people, to an arbitrary 
and lawleſs matter and chief, it may not be 
thought fo ſtrange, there are many perſons 
now livinz, who have bcen treated in the 
manner I have related, 

The Lady Dowager of Lovat, whom I 
had occaſion to mention in the former part 
of this relation, was paſſeſſed of a jointure 
upon the citate, and had appointed one Mr. 
Robertſon to be her receiver, and gave him 
a farm and heute upon her jointure lands, 
about two miles from Caſtledeuny: There 
happened ſome miſunderſtanding between 
his Lordſbip and Mr. Robertſon, occaſioned 
chiefly by the old grudges and animoſities 
that ſubſiſted between the family of Athol 
and his Lordſſiip; in the year 1719, Mr. 
Robertfon's corn, barns, and other outhouſes, 
which lay at ſome diſtance from his houſe, 
were in the dead of night entirely burnt 
and conſumed, to the great loſs and terror 
of the owner and his f:mily : It was pub- 
lickly known that this was not an accident- 
al fire, for a number of perſons armed and 


diſguiſcd were obſerved Ly tome of the 
neighbours that night, to co to and come 
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from the place where the fire happened, 
nor was it doubted but they were the actors 
of that barbarous ſcene : The reader may 
gueſs upon whom the ſuſpicion fell as be- 
ing the author, but ſuſpicions and conjec- 
tures were ſoon after confirmed by plain 
proofs, that his Lordſhip's agents and ſer- 
vants were the guilty perſons ; by the law 
of that country, 20H fire rating, is re- 
carded as a crime cf a very deep dye, and 
15 puniſtiab ble as treaſon; Mr. R:vcrtjon did 
at firſt intend to profecgte the villains, but 
conſidering his ficeation, and the power of 
his principal adverſary, he was a viſed i 
drop that deſian and ubmit to the loſs, 
Mr. Fraſer oi Photocth;, a man of learn- 
ing and good underſtat „ding, had been a 
ſtedſaſt friend to Bis Lordthip during the 
whole period of his mizforiun's, and par- 
ticularly in the year 171 5, he greatly con- 
tributed to kecb Eis clan faichful to him, 
and pr event W cir joining Fraſerdale in the 
rebelllon: Whlld bis Lordihip was engag- 
u in the air of the pablick, and in ſet- 
tliag his private daſneie, and managing and 
carrying on Els fairs a: Edinburgh and. Lon- 
zu, this geuttem an ac ted as his ſteward 
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his affairs at home ; but on ſome ſlight oc- 
caſion, his Lordſhip thought fit to quarrel 
with him, and ſome diſputes ariſing in 
ſettling the accoun's between them, his 
Lord{hip threatned him with a ſuit; but 
Mr. Fraſer being willing to come to a fair 
account, upon which he intiſted there would 
be a conſiderable balance due to him, pro- 
poſed to ſubnit all matters in difference to 
the arbitration of any two indifferent gen- 
tlemen in the country; to this his Lordſhip 
agreed, and two gentlemen were named for 
that purpoſe, viz. Mr. Cuthbert of Caſtle- 
117, on the part of his Lordſhip, and Mr. 
Chevis of Arten on the part of Mr. Frejcr. 
The arbitrators, after ſeveral meetings and a 
long examination, made their award or 
decree, by wiuch Lord Lovat was found in- 
deb:cd to Mr. Fraſer in a confiderable ſum 
of money, which he was awarded to pay. 
His Lordthip was greatly oftended at this 
determination, however ſenſible he might 
have been of the juſtice of it, and charg- 
ed the arbitrators with injuſtice and partial- 
ity, and that Caſtleliil had betrayed his 
cauſe: In a few days after this arbitration 
was publiſhed, Caſtlebill's incloſures and 
parks, ſituated about two miles from Inver- 


neſs, 
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neſs, were in the night time broke down 
and en red by a party of armed and diſ- 
guiſcu ilighlanders, where all his milch 
cows and other cattle, amounting to onc 
hundred and upwards, were barbaroufly 
laughtered, hamſtringed or killed: "This 
action was the more 8 and cruel, as 
this gentleman had ſome (liort time de fore 
incloſed a great part of his ciltate, and 
bought a parcel of milch cows, of a larger 
and better breed than thoſe uſually in that 
country, and the profits ariſing therefrom 
were very conſiderable. The baſe deſign 
was ſo well contrived, and fo cautiouſly ex- 
ecuted, that for ſome time it was not cer- 
tainly known who were the authors of it ; 
but an opinion generally prevailed, that 
Lord Lovat was at the bottom of it. Be- 
ing thus highly difſatisfied with the award, 
he thought proper to commence a fait a- 
gainſt Mr. Fraſer, in order to have it ſet 
aſide by the court of ſeſlion; this occation= 
ed a long and vexatious litigattion, by which 
Mr. Frajer, through the oppremon, power 
and ſuperior wealth 871 his adveriary, ale 
greatly in lis affairs; the tuit was not finally 
ended till long after Plopucis's derth, but 
was at laſt F greatly in favour of 
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his ſon the preſent repreſentative of that 
family. An affair happened ſoon after the 
commencement of the laſt mentioned ſuit 
of a very cætraordinary nature, which was 
as follows, Mr. Fraſer's houſe at Phofa- 
coy, about three or four miles diftant from 
my Lord's ſeat at Caſtledouny, was one night 
ſurrounded by a great number of High- 
landers armed and diſguiſed, who having 


broke open the gates, three of the villains 


entered the houſe, forcibly burſt open all the 
doors, and ſearched every room for Mr. Fra- 


fer, who, fortunately for him, happened not 


to be at home that night : Enraged at 
this diſappointment, they uſed the gentle. 
man's daughters with great cruelty ; for to 
prevent any alarm, by which the ferv- 
ants in the outhouſes might be raiſed , 
they bound the young Ladies to the 
bed poſts and gogg'd them: But the 
ſervant maid, wiom they endeavoured to 
reat in the iame manner, being a ſtrong 
and reſolute wench, oppoſed them with 
all her might, for which they beat her 
with great barbarity, and ſtabbed her with 
2 durk in the thigh ; ſhe found means to 
wiench the weapon out of the hand that 


wounded 
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wounded her, and defended herſelf, until 
by her cries the other ſervants and ſome 
neighbours were alarmed ; the villains that 
ſurrounded the honſe in great hurry and 
confuſion made off, thinking that the hor- 
rid deed of murdering Mr. Fraſer, which 
was their intention, had been accompliſh- 
ed, but left two of their confederates in 
the houſc, whom the ſervants and neigh- 
bours, armed with pitchforks and ſtaves, 
after a deſperate rencounter, took priſoners 
and carried to Inverneſs goal : The ruffians 
were tried at Inverneſs the next circuit for 
hauſebreaking, Hameſuken, (i. e. a crime pu- 
niſhable in that country by death, and is 
a forcible and violent entry into a man's 
houſe, with an intention to aſſault, beat, or 
murder the maſter or others in the family,) 
whereot they were convifted and condemned 
to die: They were obſtinate upon their 
trial, and refuſed to diſcover their accompli- 
ces, or the perſon who employed them in 
that barbarous attempt againſt a gentleman 
to whom they were abſolute ſtrangers, and 
who had never offended them; ſuch was 
their blind zeal and attachment to their 
Chief: it is reported, that in this they had 
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great countenance from his Lordſhip's a- 
gents, who encouraged and flattered them 
with the hopes of a pardon : A reprieve 
was actually procured for ſix weeks, and 
freſh aſſurances of a pardon were made them, 
and continued till the very day of their ex- 
ecurion, When the poor wretches received 
the juit puniſhment of their crimes. It 
b:canie publickly known ſoon after, that a 
clergyman of that town had, under a pro- 
miſe of ſecrecy, drawn a confeſſion from 
one of the criminals, by which he ac- 
knowledged, that he and his accomplices 


had been employed by an agent of his 


Lordthip's to murder Plopachy, and that he 
and ſome others had been likewiſe employ- 
ed by the ſame agent to hamſtring and kill 
Co/tl:hilPs cattle, and burn and deftroy 
R:bert/on's barns. This confeſſion was 


tahen down in writing from the criminal's 


mouth, but the clergyman who took it did 
not think it ſafe for him to make any further 
ufc of it, then to diſcloſe the horrid ſcene 
of iniquity to a few friends; by which 
cone and the former ſuſpicions, his Lord- 
ip in ti; opinion of mot men was fixt 
ith che gullt, but none durſt charge him 
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with the crime from a dread of his lawleſs 
wer and revenge. 
The late Mr. Forbes of Culloden, and 
his brother the Lord Prefident of the court 
of ſeſſion, who now repreſents that honour- 
able and loyal family, had, during Lord 
Lwat's hardſhips and calamities, been ſted- 
faſt friends to him : Jn the year 1715, 
Mr. Forbes contributed greatly by his inte- 
r2it at London to procure him a paſs, and 
they both afterwards aſſiſted by their good 
ices to reſtore him to the favour of the 
government: Mr. Forbes, when Inverneſs 
was in the poſſeſſion of the rebels, with a 
party of his men at the hazard of his life, 
conducted his Lordſhip through that town, 
there being no other way for him to paſs; 
by this means he was enabled to join his 
FJ clan, and perform thoſe ſervices that were 
the foundation of his future good fortune. 
The Lord Preſident was his principal coun- 
al, or advocate, for many years, and as he 
diſcharged that office with great ability and 
ſucceſs, fo he acted for Lord Lovat with 
a difintereſtedneſs, very rarcly to be found 
among the gentlemen of the long robe; he 
was ſtanding council for him in al:noſt all 
Eis 
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his cauſes, which were very numerous, 
without fee or reward : Mr. Forbes repre. 


ſented the (hire of Þruverneſs in parliament for pa 
many years, and was ſupported by Lord Lo- | 
vat's intereſt in that county, which was very end 
conliderable ; but after his Lordſhip had 1 
ſettled his affairs, as above mentioned, he i 
7 thought it no longer neceſſary to befriend "AY 
that family to which he had been fo much * 
obliged; he gave his intereſt to another 1 
gentleman in oppoſition to Mr. Forbes, by gif 
which means the gentleman met with a RED 
great diſappointment in his defigns, and Sir * 
James Grant, the other candidate, was elect- * 
ed and returned for the county; this ſo af- = 
fected Mr. Forbes, that it is believed it was 3 
in ſome meaſure the cauſe of his death, af 
which happened in a ſhort time thereafter, of 
His Lordſhip pretends, in his own vindicati- 1 
on, that Sir James Grant, whom he ap- = 
peared for, was nearly allied to him, and t 


whoſe intereſt he was therefore bound to 
promote: But no conſideration of alliance 85 
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tion by promiſes and aſſurances to aſſiſt them 
even in that very affair : Our Lord, never 

conſtant to any party or any cauſe, longer 
than it ſerved his own ſelfiſh and ſiniſter 
ends, oppoſed Sir James Grant at the next 
general election, and eſpouſed the intereſt 
of Mr. Me Leod, who had been a ſteady 
friend to Fraſerdale's family, and for many 
years aſſiſted and ſupported them during 
the pendency of their ſuits, and to the laſt 
diſſuaded them from coming to any accom- 
modation or agreement with his Lordſhip ; 


in this, as well as many other inſtances, his 


actions ſeemed inconſiſtent with his former 
conduct and ſentiments, and not eaſily to be 
accounted for ; but upon the whole we may 
affirm, that his Lordſhip's motives were 
often abſurd and chimerical, but always 
mean or ſelfiſh, unjuſt or diſhonourable. 
This was a proof, amongſt many others 
that might be given, of his Lordſhip's re- 


gard to an old maxim which he had adopt- 


ed, never to regard his friends longer 
than they continued to be neceſſary to bis 
ends ; at the ſame time he endeavoured by 
all poſſible means, even by the meaneſt tub- 
miſſions and loweſt contrivances, to ingrati- 
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ate himiclf with his inveterate and profeſſed 
enemies: And though it may be lookt on as 
a good Chriſtian diſpoſition, to deſire to be re- 
conciled to one's enemies; yet it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that this was the laſt method that his 


Lordſhip made uſe of to get the better of 


their enmity; for he firſt tried to take them 
off either by ſecret fraud or violence, and if 
that failed, then he practiſed this other 
method of doing it by fawning, flattering, 
and low contrivances. 

But though he oppreſſed his clan, and neg- 
lected or deſpiſed his friends, yet he cheriſh- 
ed and protected the tools and inſtruments 
of iniquity employed by him, particularly 
one Donald Grucmach ; this creature of his 
was for many years a notorious thief and 
robber, and conſtantly devoted to the ſer- 
vice of his Lord in any kind of villainy. 
But at lait, in the year 174.2, was overtak- 
en by juſtice, he was apprehended and com- 
mitted to Dingual goal in the ſhire of Roſs, 
for a robbery, of Which he was convicted 
and condemned: My Lord was determined 
to fave ſo reſolute and uſeful a tool, and for 
that purpoſe, ſent a party of armed meu 
with orders to break the priſon in the night 


Fill 
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time and reſcue the criminal ; but happily 
that deſign was fruſtrated by the vigilance 
and care of the magiſtrates of the town, 
who got intelligence of it, and placed pro- 
per guards to prevent any future attempt 
of that fort, and the villain was hanged. 
It may not be unaceptable to the reader, 
to give one particular inſtance of the blind 
or mad zcal of this clan, and their ſtrange 
attachment to their Chief. In the year 
1744, there was a meeting appointed of 
the ſrecholders of the ſhire, together with 
the commiiſioners of the land tax, at the 
court houſe in Inverneſs, in order to chooſe 


a collector of the ceſs or land tax: There 


were preſent amongſt others Lord Lovat, 
the Lord Preſident, Lord Fortro/e, and the 
Laird of A Lead: And ſome diſputes arifing 
between Lord Lovat and Lord Fortroſe, the 
former in great paſſion gave the latter the 
lie; upon which Lord PFortroje with his 
fiſt ſtruck Lord Lovat a blow upon the 
face; Lord Lovat, notwithſtandiag his 


great age, immediately returned the blow _ 


with ſeveral ſtrokes of his cane; but Lord 
Preſident and Me Leod interpoſed and ſe- 
parated the combatants: One Fraſer of 

Fare. 
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: Foyer, now in the rebellion, being in the ue, 
Ea if gallery, and perceiving the indignity that the Fre 
248 was done to his Chief, could not contain Fnd ne 
WE 78 himſelf, nor take time to come down by fund ot 
1 the ſtairs, but inſtantly jumped down into i the 
i the court, and cocking his piſtol, preſented In tl 
\ 1:04" it to Lord Fortroſe's face; upon which »{latcly' 
We ©! | 1 Lord Prefident threw himſelf between I, w: 
1 them, yet Foyer in his fury would have le, 
Ef ſhot Lord Preſident, or Lord Fortroſe, or ſetting 
| both, if a gentleman who ſtood near had great 
BY | not very ſeaſonably thrown his plad upon | norab! 
IF the piſtol and prevented the firing of it: nd in 
E Many ſwords and daggers were thereupon brate 
. 8 drawn on both ſides, and the court was in Ihe be 
a | the utmoſt conſternation and diſorder : Lord Lord 
1 Preſident and M Leod took hold of Lord the m 
= Fortroſe, and to prevent bloodſhed, the the in 
g . by court being adjourned, they prevailed upon ſaid, 
it + that Lord to go with them out of the court have i 
4 il 15 houſe: After they had got into the ſtreet, ng a! 
— "FN 1 ; another of Lord Lovat's clan hearing what his L. 
1 1 had paſſed in court, ruſhed upon Lord inſcri 
! 4 Fortroſe, and with a large flick knocked ſere, 7 
wel him down in the pnblic market place, a: regal 
Wh - j he was walking between Lord Preſident thn 
1 5 and A Leod : This affair being likely to Fre 
a 1 prove Lord! 
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ve of dangerous conſequences between 
the Fraſers and Me Kenztes, two numerous 
nd neighbouring clans, the Lord Preſident 
nd other friends reconciled the difference 
o the ſatisfaction of the parties concerned. 

In the year 1730, Lord Lovat erected a 
tately monument in the churchyard of Mi- 
hit within a few miles of his ſeat of Caſtle 
kung, with a vain anc pompous inſcrintion, 
ſetting forth his ovn virtuous actions and 
great exploits, and n what Me- 
norable feats he had done fer the honour 
md intereſt of his family ard clan: The 
brave Sir Rabert Munro, who was killed at 
the battle of Fo/::r%+, being on a viſit to 
Lord Lovat, they went together to view 
the monument. Sir Robert upon reading 
the inſcription, in a free and jocular manner 
aid, S,, bow the D— I core yeu to 
© the efurance te put up fuch a boaft- 
ng and romantic in "/c ri tian ? To which 


his Lordſhip anſwered, Tie monument and 
inſcriptian a re chi of" cclerlated. for the Fra- 
ere, who 24/7 | belie% 'C WLOZEVEL 7 ſr e Cie 7 2 
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1715, it appears what obligations he had 


to the government : But this was not all, for 
his late Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to 
appoint him Lord Lieutenant of the coun- 
ty and governor of Inverneſs, and beſtowed 
a penſion and other marks of favour upon 
him, in particular the command of a high- 
land independent company, which with 
ſeveral other independent companies was 
raiſed a few years after the late rebellion, to 
preſerve the peace of the highlands. His 
Majeſty was not unacquainted with the 
character of Lord Lovat, he was doubtleſs 
lenſible of the motives and views that pre- 
vailed with him to act in the manner he had 
done in ſupprefiyg the late rebellion, and 
that his appearing for the government might 
probably be contrary to his principles and 
ſecret inclinations : But the King heaped 
favours upon him the more effectually to 
gain and ſecure him by intereſt, which was 
known to be his Lordſhip's ſtrongeſt tye, to 


cooperate in the ſervice of the government. 


Had a late miniſtry thought proper ſo far 


to comply with this dangerous man, as 
even to continue him in the enjoyment of 
| thoſe gratifications which the late King 
thought fit to beſtow on him, the re- 

bellion 


rep 
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bellion would never in all probability have 
been carried to ſuch a height: With his 
own clan he could have cruſhed it in its in- 
fancy, nay if his diſcontent and diſaffection 
to the government had not been notorious 
in the highlands, few of the clans would 
have dared to engage in fo wild and deſpe- 
rate an undertaking : But the highlands be- 
ing diſarmed, and in a perfect ſtate of tran- 
quillity and ſubjection, the miniſtry forget- 
ting Lord Lovat's former ſervices, and think- 
ing him no longer of any conſequence to 


the government, was pleaſed in the year 


1738, without any real or known cauſe, 
but his having ſome time before voted at 
an election contrary to their directions, 
though both the candidates were in the 


court intereſt, to ſtrip him of his penſion, 
and to deprive him of his command, and e- 


very other mark of the favour of the govern- 
ment. And what was ſtill more extraordi- 
nary and equally weak and abſurd, after 


diſguſting a perſon of ſo great power a-. 


mongſt the clans ; the highland independ- 
ent companies, which were raiſed for no 
other purpoſe but to preſerve the tran- 
quillity of the highlands, having been 
repreſented by a certain great officer to 

be 
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be no longer of any uſe in thoſe parts, 
were regimented in the year 1739, and in 
the year 1742 ſent into Flanders. There 
were no more than ſix companies of foot 
left in different gariſons in all the highlands, 
viz. at Fort George, Fort Auguſius, Fort 
William, and Ruthven. So that the whole 
country was expoſed to the intrigues of the 
reſtleſs, turbulent, and revengeful genius 
of Lord Lovat, and his infinuations and 
influence were actually the firſt foundation 
of our preſent troubles. 

It is well known, his Lordſhip, upon the 
court's withdrawing their favours from him, 
diſcovered very early his diſguſt and diſſatis- 
faction, and his conſtant converſation and 
ſpeeches proclaimed that his diſcontent was 
grown to diſaffection and ripe for rebel- 
lion. Whoever conſiders his influence a- 
mongſt the clans, will not think it ſtrange 
that he ſhould have greatly contributed to 
diſpoſe them to take that part which ma- 
ny of them have daringly avowed : The 
countenance he has given to our enemies, 
and his ſecret practices with them, will 
come to light hereafter : But as ſomething 
more than private negotiations became ne- 
ceſſary, he reſolved to aſſiſt the Pretender's 

fon 
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ſon with his forces ; the unhappy maſter 
of Lovat was to fall a ſacrifice, and be the 
inſtrument of carrying on this deſign, in 
order to ſcreen himſelf from a charge of 
high treaſon, and to avoid the conſequences 
of an attainder. Soon after the battle of 
Preſton, 500 of the Fraſers were aſſem- 
bled and armed, and ſent to join the rebels 
at Perth; but in order to give ſome colout 
to their treaſonable defigns, a low ſubterfuge 
was made uſe of : A number of his Lord- 
ſhip's cattle were given out to be ſtolen, 
and upon a pretended information, that the 
thieves were driving them ſouthwards, the 


maſter of Lovat was detached with thoſe 


Fraſers to retake the ſtolen cattle; but fol- 
lowing too far with his men, fell into the 
hands of the rebels, and, as it is pretended, 
were forced into the rebellion, Before 
his ſon took the field, it is reported and 
believed, that his Lordſhip propoſed to a 
great man at court, and engaged for a ſum 
of 25000 J. to be diſtributed among the 
Chiefs of the clans, not only to keep all 
that part of the country quiet, but to aſ- 
fiſt the King's forces. This was a ſtrange 


propoſal, after he had artfully worked up 
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his clan to a ſpirit of rebellion ; but he 
meant by cheriſhing that diſpoſition to make 
himſelf the more conſiderable, and raiſe his 
merit and price with the government. The 


propoſal was rejected with contempt, and 


he found himſelf under a neceffity, as his 


defigns came to be ſuſpected, of engaging 
in ſupport of the Pretender, whoſe cauſe 
he had notoriouſly betrayed in the year 
1702, and vigorouſly and ſucceſsfully op- 
poſed in the year 1715, and to whom he 
knew he was therefore become odious and 
deteſted. | 

The Lord Preſident, who has been inde- 
fatigable in the ſervice of the government 
ever ſince the breaking out of our preſent 
troubles, being well affured, that his Lord- 
ſhip was very active in fomenting the rebel- 
lion, wrote him a letter penned with great 
ſpirit and a becoming zeal, inveighing againſt 
his ſecret practices, intreating him to 
deſiſt from an enterprize that would ruin 
him and his family, and adviſing him to 
call back his fon and clan from the rebels ; 
to this his Lordſhip returned an anſwer, 
by which, however artful and evaſive, it 
plainly appeared what his real inclinations, 


and 
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and defigns were ; but as the letter and an- 
ſwer will give ſome light into Lord Lovat's 
myſterious conduct and character, ſo they 
will afford the reader a contraft that may 
not be diſpleaſing: Contraria juxta pofita 
magis eluceſtunt : He will there be behold 
ſound reaſoning, good ſenſe, candour, and 
generoſity, oppoſed to mean ſhifts, wretch- 
ed conceits, and lying pretences. 


Lord Preſident's letter to Lord Lovat, dated 
at Inverneſs, the 28th October, 1745. 


My Lord, 


6c S I have now the honour of be- 
” ing charged with the publick af- 
66 fairs in this part of the king- 


«« dom, I can no longer remain a ſpecta- 


tor of your Lordſhip's conduct, and ſee 
* the double game you have played for 
*< ſome time paſt, without betraying the 
<« truſt repoſed in me, and at once riſque- 
ing my reputation, and the fidelity that I 
% owe to his Majeſty as a good ſubject. 
% Your Lordſhip's actions now diſcover 
evidently your inclinations, and leave us 
no further in the dark about what ſide 

(3 3 ce yau 


cc 
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you are to chooſe in the preſent un- 
happy inſurrection : You have now fo 
far pulled off the maſk, that we can 
ſee the mark you aim at, tho', on for- 
mer occaſions, you have had the ſkill 


and addreis to diſguiſe your intentions 
in matters of far leſs importance. And 
indeed methinks a little more of your 


Lordſhip's wonted artifice would not 


have been amiſs, whatever had been 
your private ſentiments with reſpect to 
this unnatural rebellion. You ſhould, 
my Lord, have duly confidered and 
eſtimated the advantages that would a- 
riſe to your Lordſhip from its ſucceſs, 
and balanced them with the riſques you 
run if it ſhould happen to miſcarry ; 


and above all things you ought to have 


conſidered your own ſafety, and allowed 
that the chief place in your ſyſtem of 
politicxs ; which, I perſuade myſelf, 
would have induced your Lordſhip to 
have played the game after a quite dif- 
ferent manner, and with a much greater 
degree of caution and policy, But fo 
far has your Lordſhip been from acting 


* with your ordinary fineſſe and circum- 


fpection 
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ſpection on this occaſion, that you ſent 
% away your ſon and the beſt part of your 
*« clan to join the Pretender, with as little 
*© concern as if no danger had attended 
«« ſuch a ſtep: I ſay, ſent them away; for 
we are not to imagine they went of 
« themſelves, or would have ventured to 
take arms without your Lordſhip's con- 
“ currence and approbation : This, how- 
ever, you are pretty ſure cannot be eafily 
proved, which I believe indeed may be 
** true. But I cannot think it will be a 
difficult matter to make it appear, that 
e the whole ſtrain of your Lordſhip's con- 
verſation in every company where you 
have appeared, ſince the Pretender's ar- > 
rival, has tended to pervert the minds — 
* of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and ſeduce 2 
them from their allegiance: And give 
me leave to tell you, my Lord, even this 
* falls under the conſtruction of treaſon, 
and is no leſs liable to puniſhment than 
* open rebellion; as I am afraid your 
* Lordſhip will find when once this inſur- 
rection is cruſhed, and the government 
at leiſure to examine into the affair. 
And J am ſorry to tell you, my Lord, 
that I could ſooner undertake to plead 
G 4 * the 
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the cauſe of any of thoſe unhappy gen- 
tlemen, who are juſt now actually in 
arms againſt his Majeſty, and I could 
ſay more in defence of their conduct, 
than I can in defence of your Lordſhip's. 
The Duke of Perth and Lord Ogiluy 
never qualified, nor did they ever receive 
the ſmalleſt favour from the preſent 
government; but, on the contrary, were 
both ſtripped of their titles and honours, 
and from men of the firſt quality, re- 


duced to the ſtate of private gentlemen, 


fince the revolution, and may both be 
ſuppoſed to a& from a principle of re. 
ſentment, and only took up arms to re- 
cover what they thought themſelves un- 


juſtly deprived of. Lord George Mur- 


ray never had any place or penſion from 
the publick, and was, no doubt, drawn 
in by the influence of the Marquis of 
Tullibardin, perhaps, touched with pity 
and commiſeration for his eldeſt brother, 
who has ſpent the beſt part of his life in 
exile, and undoubtedly upon an allow- 
ance much inferior to his dignity, 


Theſe, and ſuch like apologies, may be 


offered in defence of moſt of the lead- 


ing men in the preſent rebellion ; but 


© what 
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what ſhall I fay in favour of you, my 
Lord ? You, who have flouriſhed under 
the preſent happy eſtabliſhment, you, 
who, in the beginning of your days, for- 
feited both your life and fortune, and 
yet, by the benignity of the government, 
was not only indulged in the liberty of liv- 
ing at home, but even reſtored to all you 
could lay claim to : Nay, his Majeſty's 
goodneſs went fo far as to employ your 
Lordſhip in his ſervice, and was pleaſed 
to honour you with the command of one 
of the independent companies that were 


raiſed ſome years ago in the highlands, 


which you enjoyed for a very long time : 
So that both duty and gratitude ought to 
have influenced your Lordſhip's conduct. 
at this critical juncture, and diſpoſed you 
to have acted a part quite different from 
what you have done. But there arc 
ſome men whom no duty can bind, nor 


no favour can oblige; and, I am afraid, 


if a timely repentance do not prevent it, 


your Lordſhip will, not unjuſtly, be 


ranked among that number. You now 
ſce, my Lord, how unanimous the peo- 
ple of England are againſt the Pretender, 

and 
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and what forces they are muſtering up 
to oppoſe him. The King has ordered 
home his troops ; ſeveral noblemen have 
raiſed regiments at their own expences ; 
and every county and corporation through- 
out the kingdom are entering into aſſoci- 
ations in defence of the preſent eſtablith- 
ment : So that theſe few unhappy gentle- 
men who are engaged in this rebellion, 
will have armies after armies to encounter, 
and if your Lordſhipentertains any hopes of 
their ſucceſs, you will find your miſtake, 
when it is too late to amend it. What 
I would therefore propoſe to your Lord- 
ſhip, as the only expedient left to reſcue 
you from the hazard of a rigorous pro- 
ſecution, is, to recall your fon and his 
men immediately, This ſtep, I am per- 
ſuaded, would produce ſeveral good con- 
icquences, for, on the one hand, it would 
prevent numbers from joining the rebels, 
who now hang in ſuſpence, and, on the 
other, occaſion a great many of thoſe 
already engaged to deſert and retire to 
their reſpective habitations, and, perhaps, 
may be the means of cruſhing the rebel- 
lion without further bloodſhed, which 
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« would do your Lordſhip a great deal of 


( 


> 


cc 


(>< 


60 


cc 


10 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


honour, and ſuch a remarkable piece of 
ſervice would be amply rewarded by the 
government. If you ſhall judge it pro- 
per, my Lord, to follow this advice, it will 
give me a great deal of pleaſure, as it will 
contribute to ſtop the progreſs of an un- 
happy civil war, that threatens us with 
endleſs calamities ; but if your Lordſhip 
continues obſtinate, and will not order 
your men to diſband and return home, 
I ſhail be obliged to take you into cuſto- 
dy be the event what it will: And then 
your Lordſhip will run the riſque of hav- 


ing your family extirpate as well as others 


of the highland Chiefs. Now, my Lord, 


I have told your Lordſhip my ſentiments 


pretty freely, and no leſs out of friendſhip 
to your Lordſhip than duty to the pub- 
lic. I might have advanced many other 
arguments, to induce your Lordſhip to 
follow my advice, but, methinks, what 
I have already faid, is ſufficient ; and ſo 
I ſhall only further add, that I am, 
Yours, &c. 


Lord 
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Lord Lovat's letter in anſwer to the above, 
dated at Beaufort, 29th October, 1745. 


My dear Lord, 
Received the honour of your Lord- 
ſhip's letter late laſt night, of yeſter- 
'* day's date; and I own I never re- 
ceived one like it fince I was born; and 
I give your Lordſhip ten thouſand thanks 
for the kind freedom you make with me 


in it: For I fee by it, that for my miſ- 


fortune, in having an obſtinate ſtubborn 
ſon, and an ungrateful kindred, my fa- 
mily muſt go to deſtruction, and I muſt 
loſe my life in my old age. Such uſage 
looks rather like a Turkiſh or Perſian go- 
vernment, than like a Britiſb. Am I, 
my Lord, the firſt father that has had 
an undutiful and unnatural ſon ? Or am 
I the firſt man that has made a good 
eſtate, and ſaw it deſtroyed in his own 
time, by the mad fooliſh actions of an 
unnatural ſon, who prefers his own ex- 
travagant fancies to the ſolid advice of an 
affectionate old father? I have ſeen in- 
ſtances of this in my own time, but ne- 
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yer heard till now, that the fooliſhneſs 
of a ſon would take away the life and 
liberty of a father that lived peaceably, 
and was an honeſt man, and well-inclined 
to the reſt of mankind, But I find, the 
longer a man lives, the more wonders 
and extraordinary things he fees. Now, 
my dear Lord, I beg leave to tell you 
my mind freely in my turn. I thank 
God I was born with very little fear in 
the greateſt difficulties and dangers by ſea 
and land, and, by God's affiſtance, I 
have often ſaved my life by the firm- 
neſs and ſteadineſs of my reſolutions ; 
and though I have now but a little re- 
mains of a life that is clogged with in- 
firmities and pain, yet by God's aſſiſtance 
I am reſolved to preſerve it as long as I 
can, And though my ſon ſhould give 
way with the young people of his clan, 
yet I will have fix hundred brave Fra- 


* ſers at home, many of them about my 


cc 
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10 


own age, that will loſe the laſt drop of 
their blood to preſerve my perſon ; and 
I do affure your Lordſhip, if I am at- 
tacked, that I will fell my life as dear as 


I can. For fince I am as peaceable a ſub- 
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je& as any in the kingdom, and as ready 
to pay the King's taxes, and to do every 
thing that a faithful ſubject ought to do, 
I know no law or reafon that my perſon 


ſhould not be in ſafety. I did uſe, and 
will uſe, the ſtrongeſt arguments that 
my reaſon can ſuggeſt to me by my cou- 
fin Gortulegge, that he may repeat them 
to my ſon ; and if they ſhould not pre- 
vail, is it any ways juſt or equitable that 
I ſhould be punithed for the faults of my 
fon ? Now, my dear Lord, as to the un- 
civil war that occaſions my misfortunes, 
and in which almoſt the whole kingdom 
is involved, on one fide or the other, 
I humbly think, that men ſhould be 
moderate on both fides, fince it is moral- 
ly impoſſible to know the event; for 
thouſands, ten thouſands, on both fides, 
are poſitive that their own party will car- 
ry. And ſuppoſe that this venturous 
Prince ſhould be utterly defeat, and that 
the government ſhould carry all in tri- 
umph, no man can think that any King 
upon the throne would deſtroy ſo many 
ancient good families, for engaging in 


a cauſe that was always their principle, 
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« and what they thought their duty to ſup- 
port. King Milliam was as great a 
« King, as to his knowledge of government 
and politicks, as fate for many hundred 
years upon the throne of England; and 
„ when his general, who was one of the 
e beſt in Europe, was defeat, and forced 
* to run to fave his life, and all his army 
* routed at Killicranky by a handful of 

“% Highlanders, not full two thouſand in 

* number, King William was ſo far from 

«* defiring to extirpate them, that he ſent 

the Earl of Breadalbine with twenty-five 

thouſand pounds ſterling, and ſought no 

other conditions from them, than that they 

e ſhould live peaceably at home. So, my 

Lord, we cannot imagine, that though _ 
the Highlanders ſhould be defeated at this 

© time, and moſt of them killed, and the 
* government full maſters of the kingdom, 
that any adminiſtration would be fo cruel, 
as to endeavour to extirpate the whole 
remains of the Highlanders. Beſides, 
it would be a dangerous enterprize, 


which we nor our children would ſee at 
©« an end. 
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. «« I pray God we may never ſee ſuch a 
3 * ſcene in our country, as ſubjects killing 
. * and deſtroying their fellow- ſubjects. For 
1 « my part, my Lord, I am reſolved to live 

Wt If « a peaceable ſubjet in my own houſe, 
4 « and do nothing againſt the King or go- 
29 « vernment. And if I am attacked by the 
1-384" « King's guards, and his captain-general at 
1 *« their head, I will defend myſelf as long 

RI 4% as I have breath in me: And if I am 

£34! * killed here, it is not far to my burial- 

Nie * place; and I will have, after I am 
133 « dead, what I always wiſhed, the coro- 
75 * noch of all the women in my country, 

. * to convey my body to my grave; and 
1 de that was my ambition, when I was 
| , in my happieſt ſituation in the world.” 
J am, my Lord, 

! your Lordſhip's, Ec. 
bi: | | This attempt to reclaim his Lordſhip 

Wl had not the deſired effect, for he ſtill per- 
+4088 ſiſted, and was every day more daring and 
— 88 open in his proceedings, which determined 
. Lord Leudon, who was then at Inverneſs, | 

| i A to put a ſtop thereto: He marched with 

15 f g ſome hundreds of Li: men to Caſtledouny, 
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and ſent Lord Lovat a meſſage, in the 
King's name, to attend him to Inverneſs, 
and deliver up what arms he had in his 
poſſeſſion : Lord Lovat not finding himſelf 
in a condition to reſiſt that force, ſubmit- 
ted to go along with Lord Loudon, and re- 
main at {nverneſs as a ſecurity for his peace- 
able behaviour, and accordingly ſtaid there 
for ſome days, but delayed, upon ſham pre- 
tences, to perform his promile as to deliver- 
ing up the arms; and at laſt, notwithſtanding 
he was ſtrictly looked after, and centinels 
placed at his lodgings, he found means 
to break through the back part of the 
houſe in the night time, and made his 
eſcape. Since that time, he has been very 
inſtrumental in fomenting and carrying on 
the rebellion, by raiſing and arming the 
Highlanders, and alarming them with fears 
of being extirpated and deſtroyed by the 
King's troops with fire and tword, and per- 
ſuading them that there was no other means 
left for their preſervation, but by having 
recourſe to arms to defend their lives, pro- 
perties, and families, from the rapine and 
violence of their enemies: It is reported, 
that in order to inforce this matter, and 
11 make 


Fa * 
= * - = 
: 
= 3 < 
4. * * » As * — - — * 


. 
— 2 — = 
— — — = 


err ———— — 


& - -. . a — — _ 


. — 
| 


.- 
. 
_ 2 
— - 
* 


* 
1 — o_ ” » 
_ 


— 4 4 4 of 
222 TIDE 
*＋ * * 


= - * 
= - 
. _ aw 


— 


* "7 
— -v<- 


3.43 » % 


* 


= . 1 
CY 


L297 AED.” 4 


* 


— « * 


— 0 


_ —_ 3 * 
8983 e 
4 & 4 * * * 


- 4» ©» 


1 * — 
— 2 PL 


* _—_—— —— — © w - -> r= 


* 8 
. „ 


. = 
LE 6 
=—y — FP 
WE 
* = = 
+ = 
— = 


— a. > 
= - 
* - 


„„ 
- 
2 2 


1141 


make a deeper impreſſion upon their minds, 
he publiſhed a manifeſto or declaration to 
the above effect, and made it be read pub- 
lickly in the K:7ks of a Sunday. His fon was 
at the head of the Fraſers, at the famous 
battle of Culloden Houſe, where they be- 
haved with their wonted courage and reſo- 
lution. There are no certain accounts whe- 
ther his Lordſhip was in the action or not, 
nor what is become of him fince ; but it is 
imagined that he has taken his flight into 
the mountains, and conceals himſelf in his 
old haunts and lurking places ; there I ſhall 
leave him to reflect with ſhame and confu- 
fion on the guilty ſcenes of his paſt life, to 
lament the loſs of his honours and eſtate, 
the deſtruction of his clan, and the proba- 
ble ruin of bis family. 

The Pretender's fon, after his defeat at 
Culloden, fled the fame night to Lord Lo- 
vat's houſe, and finding his Lordſhip at 
home in his bed-chamber, he burſt out in 
tears and ſaid, My good Lord, we are un- 
% done, my heart bleeds for poor Scotland,” 
and without adding more he fell down 
upon the bed and ſwooncd away. Next 
diy his Lordiliip and his gueſt retired to a 

| moun- 
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mountainous and woody country called 
Glenſtrafarrar, where his Lordſhip re- 
mained for ſome time upon the ſummit 
of the Capillach, being an extraordinary 
high mountain, from which there is a pro- 
ſpect of all the country round for many 
miles, great part of which belongs to his 
Lordſhip's eſtate ; here he, with 300 of his 
Fraſers that eſcaped from the battle, ob- 
ſerved the motions of the King's troops, 
and perceived a body of about 800 march 
to his ſeat of Caſtledouny, which he had 
the mortification to ſee demoliſhed and 
burnt down to the ground : He thereupon 
addrefled his forrowful clan with theſe 
words, Now, gentlemen, you ſee my pre- 
* diftions, that our enemies would deſtroy 
« us with fire and ſword, prove true, 
i they have begun with me, and ævill not 
* make an end before they have laid waſte, 
** ravaged and burnt our unhappy country:“ 
His Fraſers upon that, fired with rage and 
indignation, vowed that they would ruſh 
down and attack the villains that had acted 
ſuch a piece of cruelty and indignity a- 
gainſt their Chief, and reſolved that, in a- 
venging the ſame, they would die glorioufly, 

[t 2 aſſert- 
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aſſerting the cauſe of liberty and of their 
much injured Lord; but he with tears and 


intreaties reſtrained their furious and deſ- 


perate purpoſe, and conjured them to pre- 


ſerve their lives, and wait for a more favour- 
able opportunity of retaliating their unſpeak- 
able affronts and wrongs, and the outragious 
and lawleſs violence that was then done him 
by the burning and demolition of his houſe. 
In the courſe of theſe memoirs, I took 
notice of a monument with an inſcription 
erected by his Lordſhip, and as it may 
give ſome further light as to the true genius 
and temper of our hero, I ſhall beg leave 


to lay the ſame before the reader, and this 


T ſhall do without any comment upon it, 
the abſurdity, vanity, and extravagance of 
it being too apparent to require any eluci- 
dation or explication ; the words of it are 


72 


with 
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To the memory of 
Thomas Lord Fraſer of Lovat, who choſe rather to 
undergo the greateſt hardſhips of fortune, than to part 
with the ancient honours of his houſe, and bore theſe 
hardſhips with undaunted fortitude of mind. 


This Monument was erected 


By Simon Lord Frajer of Lovat, his ſon who likewiſe 
having undergone many and great viciſſitudes of good 
and bad fortune, through the malice of his enemies: He 
in the end, at the head of his Clan, forced his way to his 
paternal inheritance, with his ſword in his hand, and 
relieved his kindred and followers from oppreſſion and 
lavery. 

And both at home and in foreign countries, by his 
eminent actions, in the war and the flate, he has acquir- 
ed great honzurs and reputation, 


Hic tegit oſſa lapis, S/monzs fortis in armis 

Reftituit preſſum, nam genus ille ſuum. 

Hoc marmor poſuit, cari genitoris honori 
In genus afflictum par erat ejus amor. 


2 


Lord Lovat, as to his perſon, makes an 
odd and groteſque figure, he is generally 
more loaded with cloatis than a Dutchman 
with his nine or ten pair of breeches ; 
he is tall in ftature and walks very up- 
tight, conſidering bis great age, and is 
5 H 3 tollerably 
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tollerably well ſhaped ; he has a large 
mouth and ſhort noſe, with eyes very much 
contracted and down looking, a very ſmall 
forehead, almoſt all covered with a large | þ 
periwig ; this gives him a ſour and grim | ,| 
aſpect, but upon addrefling himſelf to any | 
one, he puts on a ſmiling and obliging coun- | ©; 
tenance, which is not at all diſagreeable ; he | 91 
is near ſighted, and affects to be much o. 
more ſo than he really is; he was naturally vi 
of a robuſt and vigorous conſtitution, and a | ti 
ſtrong and active body, hardened by fa- pr 
tigue, inured to hunger and thirſt, heat and pr 
cold, and improved by all manly exerciſes; M 
but his long confinement in the Baſtile had | bu 
greatly impaired his conſtitution ; he has | pr 
however taken ſuch care of himſelf, that | to 
he till preſerves a degree of health and vi-] do 
gour very uncommon at fo advanced an age. | pr 
He is a man of ſome ſhare of learning, and | th 
of great parts and abilities of mind: His hi. 
univerſal experience and great attention to| wi 
political matters has made him acquainted | an 
with men as well as books; he is polite, | at 
affable and agreeable in converſation, and] an 
ſo great a maſter in flattery and diflimula- | of 
tion, that he generally pleaſes and gains| fre 
the 
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the good will, if not the eſteem, of thoſe he 
converſes with, however prejudiced or pre- 
poſſeſſed they might have been againſt him: 
His knowledge of the hiſtory and gene- 
alogy of all the great families in Scotland 


contributes not a little to this, for there is 


no perſon in that country, but he will make 
out to be a relation or ally of ſome noble 
or ancient family, or a deſcendant of fome 
virtuous and illuſtrious hero; in this tradi- 
tional hiſtory he pays little regard to truth, 
provided he can give his ſtory the air of 
probability; he ſeems to entertain his gueſts 
with the utmoſt chearfulneſs and hoſpitality, 
but being ſordidly avaricious, he grumbles 
privately at the leaſt expence, and though 
to their faces he careſſes them, yet no ſooner 
do they turn about their backs, than he 
pronounces curſes and execrations againſt 
them for the trouble and charge they put 
him to : He 1s ambitious and proud, but 
when it ſerves his turn, cringing, mean 
and fawning. He is crafty and ſubtle, but 
at times open and unguarded in his ſpeeches 
and actions, and that even in matters 
of great concern; by this means he has 
frequently involved himſelf in dangers and 

dif- 
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120 ] 
difficulties ; but he is very fertil in expedi- 
ents, and has almoſt always been hitherto 
ſucceſsful in extricating himſelf out of ſuch 
ſcrapes : His reſtleſs and active diſpoſition 
conduces not a little to draw him into 
ſnares, but a ready invention and a bold 
and ſpeedy execution helps him out of 
them: He is much addicted to enthuſiaſm 
and ſuperſtitious notions, by which he is 


greatly governed in many caſes : In buſineſs 


he is unjuſt and unconſcionable, and avows 
that his own profit or pleaſure has always 
been the rule of his actions, and to that he 
has on all occaſions ſacrificed every other 
conſideration ; this has led him to violence, 
rapes, cruelty, revenge, treachery, and every 
baſe and infamous practice when it ſuited 
his purpoſe ; this has made him put himſelf 
into all ſhapes and appearances, and there- 
fore rendered him deteſted and deſpiſed by 
all good and virtuous men, dreaded by ſome, 
and ſcorned and derided by others. He is 
naturally brave and reſolute, and though, as 
to inviſible powers, he is fearful and timid, 
and as to his health and the leſſer accidents 
of life, ſcrupulous to a degree of puſillani- 


mity, yet in time of imminent danger he 
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is bold and undaunted: He is of an amo- 
rous and falacious temper, but for many 
years paſt, he has been very cautious in re- 
ſpect of women of rank, being ſenſible 
that intrigues of that fort are often attended 
with diſagreeable conſequences ; he there- 
fore made his addreſſes to the loweſt and 
meaneſt of the female ſex, and by that 
means taſted all the ſweets without any allay 
of the bitters of love; beſides his abſolute 
ſway over them, ſaved him the trouble of a 
long and laborious courtſhip, which he had 
bat little time for on account of the multi- 
plicity of his affairs : In fine, he is a cruel 
and oppreſſive maſter, an imperious and 
outragious huſband, a tyrannical and ſevere 
parent, a falſe hearted and treacherous 
friend, and an arbitrary and deſpotick Chief. 
To conclude, it may be looked upon as a 
ſtrange phenomenon, not eaſily to be ac- 
counted for, that his Lordſhip being a per- 
ſon of great penetration and long experience 
in buſineſs, who had for many years ſtrug- 
gled with powerful enemies, and with po- 
verty and diſtreſs, and at laſt conquered 
them all, (which he boaſted he had done 
without effuſion of human blood in any 
one 
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one inſtance, and therefore aſſumed for his 
motto, fine ſanguine victor;) and after he had 
eſtabliſhed himſelf in the right and poſſeſ- 
ſion of that title and eſtate, which he had 
long contended for; he ſhould now be 
drawn into a chimerical and deſperate 
ſcheme, in concert with a nation that he 
knew to be treacherous and perfidious, 
which muſt end in his own deſtruction, and 
the ruin of his family: The motives of 
thoſe concerned therein may be various, 
ſuch as enthuſiaſm, madneſs, ignorance, 
poverty, and the like ; others may look 
upon our calamities as proceeding from a 
certain fatality or providential direction of 
human affairs; however fantaſtical ſuch a 
notion may ſeem to be, I find the famous 
Tully entertained ſuch an opinion, when 
talking of the civil war between Pompey 
and Cæſar; his words are, Ac mihi 
*© quidem fi proprium et verum nomen noſ- 
«* tri mali queratur, fatalis quædam ca- 
« lamitas incidiſſe videtur, et improvidas 
% hommum mentes occupaviſſe, ut nemo 
te mirari debeat, humana conſilia divind 
<< neceſſitate eſſe ſuperata.” But with re- 


gard to his Lordſhip, I think his pre- 
ſent 


[ 123 ] 


ſent conduct can hardly be accounted for 
any other way, than by ſuppoſing that 
it proceeded from a deliberate and ma- 
lignant purpoſe to ruin and ſubvert our 
preſent government, meerly becauſe they 
have not thought fit to gratify his am- 
bitious and avaritious paſſions and de- 
fires. 
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